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| To my dearly Beloved ' 

r 

The Pariſhioners of Thoydon-Oarnon, and 
others my Hearers at my Lecture at Epping. 


F * 


Beloved in the Lord, 

gold you the reaſon of my Preaching, 
bos know the reaſon of my Printing 
I) [ES theſe Sermons; I Preachedthem volun- 
oO $@y tarily to eſtabliſh you, I Printed them 
$1828 by a kind of conſtrain to fatisfie others. 
I Preachedthem to manifeſt the truth to 
prevent others miſleading you; I Printedthem to de- 
tend the Truth, I wiſh they may help you to reduce 
others. What my Pablike labours (and open oppoſi- 
tions from ſome) have been among you, you are the 
beſt witneſſes; what my ſecret trouble hath been, 
partly from a ſenſeof mine own weakneſs, partly from 
ſome incapacity to do what I deſired among you, God 
and'mine own conſcience can beſt teſtifie. I cannot 
bur wonder at Gods providence inthis, to put me to 
aſſers the outward: Call ofa Miniſter in Publike, who 
(it may be) have ſo often queſtioned mine inward 

Call in private. But hitherto hath God braught me. 
Some of you may have 1 3 what ſolicitations I 
| have 
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have had to other places of greater profit; moſt of 
you know what reſolutions I had to return to the 
place whence I was driven, of leſſe means, had not 
your importunity, — their conſent, held. me 
here. Many have the ſcandals I have ſuffered 
abour it, through the confident reports of bold ad- 
verſaries, for which I could willingly have Printed 
both your engagement to me here, and theirteſtimony 
thence; the one to free me from the murmurings of 
ſome againſt mine abode here, the other to clear me 
from that falſe imputation of receiving profit thence, 
while. that Living lay unteſigned in mine hands; but 
to have done it without conſent might not have been 
civil, to have done it at all ( beſides the ſwelling of 
the book) might have ſavoured of arrogance: where- 
fore I forbear, my conſcience bearing me witneſs, and 
many upon the private fight of the Papers being al- 
ready ſatisfied. 

I did intend (if I had been in Print at all) ſome- 
thing that might have been more for your practice, al- 
though I hope this may be for your profit: But fince 
God hach called me out in this, I will improve it what 
Ican. It by what I have already , Or may by 
this further undergo, you may receiveany advantage, 
I ſhall think my labour well ſpent, and my ſufferings 
abundantly recompenſed. | 

I ſhall therefore beſeech you, 1. That you would 
not eſteem or be contented with any light or heat, but 
what is cauſed by the riſing and efficacy of the Sun of 
Grace in you. There are a ſort of people, who being 
dead in fins and treſpaſſes, never ſtir at all, but lye ſenſe- 
lefle in the grave: I ſpeak not this to them, gem - 

| cou 
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I could be glad they might her the woire f the Son of 
God and live : that Jeſus Chriſt would effeQually call 
them (as once L4zarws) out of that deadly fleep that 
harh ſeized on them. Bur there are others who ſeem to 
ſtir, yet not from a principle of true life in them: who 
continuing in ſinne, think it Graco enough to pretend 
to an opinion: who neglecting the Power of godli- 
neſſe, content themſelves to talk of ſome Diſciplinary 
of Religion; I never liked their building, who 
the Fabrick at the roof, ( but indeed he that in- 
tends to draw only the picture of an houſe, needs not 
care at which end he begins) I never fancied their Re- 
ligion, which begins (and ends too) only in opinion. 
To hear drunkards talk of gathering Churches, and 
ſwearers queſtion the Call of Miniſters, &c. (al- 
though char is ſomething more then Diſciplinary) is 
ſuch à Paradox in Religion, that the rches of 
Chriſt have not uſually bin acquainted withall, When 


men our of a deſire ro appear ſomething, yet for 


want of any true work of Grace upon their ſpirits, 
ſhall rake up only that faſhion of Religion, which 
may ſuit beſt the times in which they are, they may 
be —1 talkers, but ſeldom are ſound practiſers of 
godlineſſe. 

I would have you labour to finde the work of Grace 


upon your ſpirits, which may make you gem creatures, 


for in Chriſt Feſus neither circumciſion ner uncir camsiſi- 
on &vailtth any thing, but a new creature, Gal. s. When 
that ſpring once moves the wheels, although the work 
may ſeem to go more flowly, and with ſome more 
trouble, yet it goes more ſurely, and wich much more 
truth. Practiſe more — then the ſhew _ 
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lineſs: let your lives, rather then your tongues declare 
your Religion. Old-faſhioned, unskilfull Limners, 
were conſtrained to underwrite the name of what they 
Painted, that people might know what it was rather 
by the inſcription then the draught. Such is thenew- 
faſhioned Religion of ſome men, that if they did not 
tell you, it was Religion they profeſſed, men would 
ſcarcely deem it ſuch by their profeſſion. People are 
apt to think well of being Religious, but they are often 
miſtaken in what is Religion: they will grant godli- 
neß to be great gain, but they are not convinced what 
is godlineſs. If I finde a man once ſhaken, who hath 
been truly rooted; miſled, who hath been ſer riglit 
in Gods wayzas I am apt to be much troubled for him, 
ſo I deſire to be very tender of him: but when I ſee a 
looſe and light body teſſed with every winde, I am little 
affected with it; It is as much wonder to ſee the one 
ſtable in bluſtring times, as the other ſhaking. 

2. I ſhall intreat you, That you would now be con- 
verſant in the ſtudy of Fundamentall Truths. When 
Fundamentals are queſtioned, we had need to be well 
ſatisſied about them: when the foundation is aimed 
at, the greateſt defence had need to be made there. 
Paul dete to ſee the Romans, to cv, them, Rom. 1. 
11. it is from pil» which is rendred (by one) ruitura 

ſeHulciotſurely it ever people had need to be eſtabliſhed 
in the Truth, it is now; when truth (in this ſenſe)decays, 
and its very foundation begins to be ſhaken. When 
men build their Religion upon props ſet up by their 
own fancy, they may quickly be carried beſides the 
Truth. It is a ſtrange thing to ſee how men now adaies 
delight moſt in the looſe notjons of their own con- 


ceiving, 
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ceiving, but little in the ſtanding-Truth laid by Gods 


Word. This is to loſe Truth in the miſt of their own 
making, and to put out their own eyes by the duſt 
they themſelves have raiſed ; they that flie ſo highin 
their affected, although confuſed notions, frequently 
leave the Truth behind, when through the coldneſs 
of the ſecond region, they are ſo frozen in their at- 
fections, that (if ever they return) they ſeldom purſue 
Truth with much love aſter. This is to lay up a mans 
Religion in a Caſtle built in the Air, when every winde 
of Dotirine may toſſe it to and fro. It is an unhappy thing, 
that ſome men are guilty of, to delight in expreſſions 
they underſtand not, and to be loſt in the purſuit of 
thole cloudy notions they cannot reach: when they 
arealwaies pointing at what they have but ſmall ken 
of themſelves, although they cannot diſcover them 


to others. By this the growth of true Religion is much 


hindered in them, and the profit of Chriſtian confe- 
rence much prevented in their meetings, when much 
is propoſed, à great deal talked of, but little gotten, 
nothing agreed on. There is m re advantage to be 
otten in one hours conference with him, who under- 
ds and will ſpeak ofa Fun ſamentall in Religion, 
then in many dayes with thoſeʒ for although there leſſe 

may be talked of, there is more diſcovered. 
I would have you much in the ſtudy of faith, repen- 


tance, Iuſtification, c&c. To that end reade much of the 


Scripture, and ot thoſe other good Books (written by 
godly men) which God hath holpen this age with- 
all. I could wiſh (beſi des others) you would be all 
well verſed in that lictle Catechiſme I uſe among the 
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younger people: which although ſmall in bulk, is as chim. 
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full ſtuffed with ſound Truths as ever 1 ſaw any fo 
cloſely comprized. Enquire after the good old way, 
and walkin it. The moſt of our new lights are but old 
darkneſſes, which are cauſed rather by the privation, 
then the encreaſe of true Light: moſt of our new 
truths are but old errours, riſing afreſh out ofthe bot- 
romleſs pit; the hand of liberty having rouled away 
that ſtone, whichthe arm of Government had before 
laid to ſtop the mouth of it. a 

Beware of controverſies that are either above your 
reach, or leſſe neceſſary to Religion: the former may 
puzzle and perplex you; the later but diſturb and 
unquiet you: the former often ends in defection 
from the Truth; the later only in difference and con- 
tention among (ſeeming) brethren: By both men are 
frequently ſo forced or perſwaded from the Truth, 
that if they are not hurried into one, they are cheated 
into another errour. When Peter would prevent peo- 
ples falling from their ftedfeftnef, he preſſes them to 
grem in Grace, 1 Pet.3.18. A low houſe ſetled upon a 
good foundation, will ſtand longer then an high tot- 
tering edifice upon a weak baſis. Not that I would 
have youcontented with ſmall meaſures, low ſtatures 
in Grace, build as high as you will, as you can, only let 

the foundation be firm and proportionable. 
3. I would beg you to meaſure all the Doctrines 
by hear by the — — — ſeeing there — 
alſe ſpirits to the world, it in goed to try te 
rg — reef God er mot, 1 John WA It 
is an evil thing (in this) to havewens perſons in admwirg- 
tien. It the beſt of men on earth, if an Angel from 
Heaven ſhould bring any other Doctrine, then 9 
eſt 
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left by Chriſt for your direction, let him be Auat hema. 
Gal. 1.18. Chæron in his book of wiſdom tels us, that To; humgige 
every humane propoſitionis of equalAuthority,unleſs propoſt ion, 
reaſon male the difference. No Religious doctrine is“ 


of any reputation further then the Scripture ſpeaks it 


true. When mens words are only taken, it's no hard 

thing to be deceived : when men beleeve only with a Non extras 

Prone Faith, they are cafily miſlead, The Apoſtle mii _ 
ids the Theſlalonians try «ll things , becauſe they, ln Probes 

ſhould »7i;0v hold fafi(as by violence) what was good, dem portant, 

1 Theſ.5.18. What weapon or beaſt a man hath well CYP. 

proved, he will carefully preſerve, when what may 

—_— (if he know it not) may be more eaſily 

parted withall. It is a great advantage the Devil hath 

given him, when men hold Truth upon too ſlender 


grounds, Gold and ſilver is not valued, it not known 


to be ſuch. Children may have gold in their hands, 
when (if children, whom you may perſwade it is 
braſſe) it is no hard matter to cheat them out of tt. 
They were Chilaren that were toſſed to and ſro, Epheſ. iq. 
If a ſtone be looſe, although upon a good foundation, 
it is no difficult thing to remove it: that will moſt pro- 
bably continue, which is well faſtened. 

When men pin their faith upog others ſleeves, whi- 
therſoever thoſe ſleeves are ſtretched out, their Faith 
muſt follow:when doctrines are judged of by the men 
that bring them (be it what it will) it can only beſo 
prevalent, as the man that vents it is of Authority 
with them that hear it. The Corinth. vvere accuſed as 
carnal that they pretend, ſome to Paul, others to Apol- 
lo, 1 Cor. z. 4. when yet they were both Miniſters, v. 5. 


(Good God l) vvhat are they, who are ſome for this, 
others 
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others for that gifted brother, who are no Miniſters, 
only intrude into that Office intruſted unto others, 
Thus men beſt like, and moſt cry up thoſe Preachers 
who are of that party they moſt affect, and then the 
Doctrine they bring, whether true or falſe. This is to 
judge of things by the men that do them (a falſe rule) 
and not of men by the things they do. Hence the Pre- 
vailing party hath alwaies moſt followers, ſuch Power- 
fall Preachers can command Audience, It is the pra- 
Rice of our late Aſtrologers to gaze only on thoſe 
Stars which are aſcendant, and ſtill ſpeak beſt of thoſe 
Conſtellations which have the ſtrangeſt influence, eſ- 
pecially if they have but a favourable _ towards 
them: whoſe Prognoſticks are calculated for the Me- 
ridians of ſtrength and weakneſs, of power and impo- 
tency. 1 vviſh i vvere not too much the fault of our 
new-faſhioned hearers, vvho love not the light of the 
brighteſt Star, if not of their party. 8 

But I ſhall hope, and ask better things of you: let 
truth and falſehood Be the cauſe of your eſteem or diſ- 
reſpect of what you hear: let that — beſt reception 
with you, which hath moſt Authority from Scripture, 
although leaſt of the power of men vvith it. When 
falſe coyn is abroad, all men will look to the money 
they receive: Seeing it hath been foretold, that in the 
laſt daies (vvhich aretheſe) there ſhould come ſedu- 
cers, and our experience tels us it is fulfilled, let us try 
before vve truſt, and examine the Doctrine vve hear, 
before vve believe it. 

4. I vvould have you ſuſpect, and be ſhy of what- 
ſoever doctrines pleaſe the fleſh; of vvhatſoever it is 
that indulgeth corrupt nature. Fleſh and bloud are no 
more 
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more apt to love, then they are able to enter into the. 
King dom of God: the fleſh luſteth again ſt the ſpirit, and the 
ſp1rit againſt the fieſh, and theſe are contrary one to the- 
other, Gal. 5. 17. It is very unlikely that ſhould be from 
the ſpirit, which is delightfull to the fleſh. - Many 
ſmooth the way and widen the gate to heaven, I pray God 
they lead not people that way co hell. The down-hill a deſcenſm 
paſſage is moſt eaſie. Where Chriſt ſairh, The way is ec. 
narrow, and the gate is ſtrait that leads to life, Mat. 9. 13, 
14. he preſently ſubjoyns a ſeaſonable warning; 10 
take heed of falſe Prophets. The way may be paved 
with Agates,which yet may be painfull to the feet of 
the traveller; the gare may be made of Diamonds, 
which yet may be ſtrait in the paſſage. 

Ic hath been the generall practice, and conſtant fign 
that God hath given of falſe Prophets, fo preach ſmoorh 
things: they promiſe peace, Jer. 23.17. they ſeduce my 
people ſaying, Peace, when there is no peace, and daub with 
untempered morter, Ezek. 13. 10. they ſee viſions of peace, 
ver. 16. the ſow pillows to All armboles, ver. 1 8. they ſave 
the ſouls alive, ver. i g. they ſtrengt hen the hands of the 
wic ted, promiſing life, v. 22. It is the duty and delight of 
true Prophets, to promiſe life, to preach peace to thoſe 
who are entitled to it. Vea they would that the peace- 
full promiſes of the falſe Prophets might be fulfilled; 
as Fer. 28.6. Amen, the Lord do ſo, the Lord perform the 
words which thou haſt propheſied : but to ſpeak pleaſing 
things to him thut lies in ſin, is ſo far from preaching 
Heaven, that it may occaſion mens running to hell. 
What eaſe, what advantage can it be to godly Mini- 
ſters to threaten judgement againſt ſinners, were it not 
fox Gods command, and their profit? What proba- 
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' bility is chere, that people ſhould receive advantage 
by thoſe doctrines that continue their carnall peace? 
They were falſe Teachers, who by their lies cauſed 
prophane people to reproach the true Prophets with 
the burt hen of the Lord, Jer. 23. 33. they thereby refu- 
ſed the words of the true Prophets, becauſe they ſpake 
of the judgement of God againſt them: but men that 
are proclive to ſleep need no rocking. 
Let me in the Name of the Holy God, warn you 
of any doctrine that favours, or tends to ſinfull liberty. 
Indeed Chriſt hath purchaſcd liberty to his Saints, 
but we mum not uſe our liberty a4 an occaſion to the fleſh, 
Gal.5.13.. To be Chriſt's freemen and fins ſlaves at 
the ſame time, is impoſſible. I cannot but wonder at 
ſome new Preachers, who cry up mercy and grace, 
as il there were nothing of jaſtice or truth in God at all: 
who dare promiſe mercy to ſinuers, and by their pro- 
miſe of life, ſtrengthen their hands in wickedueff ? It is 
one thing to offer mercy to people upon repentance; 
another to promiſe mercy to them while finners. It 
is one thing to hold out Chriſt to them that will re- 
ceive him; another, to promiſe Chriſt to them that re- 
fuſe him. 
Religious Beware of them, who dare perſwade you to a neg- 
Healing bol lest of duty, who by their preaching can intimate it as 
. God had joyn- needleſs to be preſſed, as unneceſſary to be practiſed. If 
<< godlinciſe there are Impoſtors under heaven, ifthere are any _ 
of godlineſſe earth, hat bring axather Coſpel then vrhat Chriſt left, 
together, calls theſe are the men; who under a pretence of preaching 
| hem frantick Chriſt and free · grace, brand all thoſe with the name 0 
neglect the legal Preachers,who but endeavour to convince people 
nean, OC. of ſin, or perſwade them ta their duty. As if diſcover- 


ing 
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ing to men their need of Chriſt, were not preaching of 
Chriſt; and that the Spirit had not been ſent by Chrift, 
who cameto convince the n_—_ Joh. 16.8. As if 
preſſing men to the duty the God of mercy requires, 
were to deny the freeneſſe of grace; and that Peter had 
abridged the free grace of God, when he commanded 
ple to repent and be converted, that their ſins might be 
latied ont, Act. 3. 19.-As it there were no difference 
between duty and deſert, between means and merit. 
There is a vaſt difference between what God requires 
28 a means, to which ex gratid he promiſeth a reward, 
and the doing of a work which ex debito deſorves its 
es. In this there is a proportion between the work 
and the reward, yea, the man performing it doth the 
work by his own ſtrength: but in the othet;befides the 
diſproportion berween the thing required, and the re- 
ward promiſed;and beſides his love(in whoſe power it 
was)to impoſe no harder a task upon us, he that out of 
grace promiſeth the reward, out of the fame, mercy 
gives ſtrength to perform the means. So that in this, 
the doctrine of free- grace is much advanced. Can it be 
rhoughethat man muſt be only paſſive in the work of 
his ſalvation? To what end had he a reaſonable ſoul gi- 
ven him, if not to imploy its faculties (eſpecially) for 
that better part which cannot be taken from him? Hee- 
ki1h might have been cured without thaapplication of 
figs: Naaman might have been healed without going to 
Fordan, yet the not uſe of commanded means might 
have preventedtheir deſired deliverance(but of that in- 
fa.) vt is a pretty obſervation of learned Perkizs upon 
c Rev. 3. 20. fn man will een, &c. mans will is not 
«like a piece of wax, only paſſive, which without any 
C 2 {© action 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
«Kaion receiveth impreſſionʒ but as fire, which as ſoon 
vas it is fire, it burns, and as ſoon as it burns it is fire; 

It is the ſad effect ſuch preaching hath produced in 
many —— — that I dare not but hope wel of) 
that they ſcarcely endure to hear any thing of duty 
pre ſſed. They can be content to hear of believing as a 
Golſpel · duty, but if repentance or obedience be men- 
tioned, that is, what we cannot perform, theſe are but 
legal duties. As it believing were leſs a duty, then re- 
pentance; or that we were of our ſelves more able to 
perform one then the other. Or as if repentance were 
leſs a Goſpel-duty then believing: when it is manifeſt 

that repentance could have no place under the legal 
For this ob- Covenant. The Covenant of works was to door die: 
ferve that of under which, as we are unable to perform, ſo neither 
Nabe f wel could we be profited by repentance. It is only the Co- 
Chriſt is aid venant of grace through Chriſt that admits repen- 
co preach be rance. That came in through Jeſus Chri@, it was one 
— of the new laws given us by that Lord, and then can be 
repentance. nothing elſe but a Goſpel · duty. How eaſie is it for peo. 
ple to miſtake? and then with violence to purſue what 
through miſtake they propoſe as good? like ſome hot- 
mettal d doggs, which over · hunting the true ſent, are 

either quite beaten out, or follow what is falſe. 

Friends ! Is duty more out of faſhion now than it 
was: Is it the liberty of Chriſtians to be free from Gods 
ſervice! To be free ſrom ſin, was to be ſervants to righte- 

ouſneſs, Rom. 6. 18. Can the encreaſe of mercy free us 
from, or ſhould it engage us more to duty? May I not 
ſay to thoſe who are guilty, as Paul, Gal. 3. 1. O / fooliſh 
Calati ans, who hath bewitched you, that you ſhould not obey 
lie trat b? Do but obſerve what an unchriſtian _—_ 

| ome 
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ſome have made uſe offeven ſome profeſſors of godli- 
nels) fince this doctrine of liberty hath been ſo much 
preached: unto what an height of groſſeſt prophaneſs, 
of ranting wickedneſs ſome have run, who began bur 
at the negle of duty! Tender conſciences would be 
afraid of ſuch occaſions of evil. Duty helps to pinnion 
the wings of the fleſh; rake off that pinnion, give the 
wings but liberty, whither ( ſhort ot heaven) may it 
not flie? Duty lops off the exuberant branches of the 
old ſtock; neglect that, the ſprouts may quickly grow 
long and thriving, 

Good God ! what hardſhips do not only the Mi- 
niſters, but the truth of Chriſt ſuffer from men of con- 
trary mindes? [t hath beenthe Miniſters work former- 
ly to vindicate their Miniſtry againſt Papiſts, becauſe 
not ordained in their Sea: Ir is now their buſineſs to 
uphold their Miniſtry againſtthoſe, who would null 
their Call, becauſe (as they ſayyreceived ſrom Rome. 
It was not long ſince that our great conteſt was againſt 
the Pelagians, who from the Scriptures preſſing duty, 
would have inferred a power in mans Will to perform 
it: We have now to do with them, who becauſe 
man hath no power in himſelf naturally to perform it, 
would have no duty preſſed at all. Thus are we 
ground between tvvo milſtones: But neither extream 
is good, when virtus is in the middle. The Truth is, 
men love not Duty, and therefore diſlike the preſſing 
it: they delight in fin, and therefore hate the re- 
proving it, hey would ſtand ill all the day idle, 
yet willingly receive the penny, as if they had wrought 
in the vineyard. Ephraim loves to tread gut the corn, 


Lat not to break the clods, Hoſ 10.11.people are willing 
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to receive the profit,bur love not, like not the burthen 
ofthe work: they would feed upon the corn of the 
bleſſing, but love not the yoke of obedience: Love 
then that preaching beſt that moſt diſcovers your du- 
ty; Be willing to perform whatſoever God requires 
of you: Let this prevail with you to ſet up Duty in 
your families, to practiſe obedience in your perſons: 
The Lord knows how many families there are in 
which duty was never yet ſet up, and obſerves where 
it hath been begun, but is now neglected. The Lord 
grant that none of you be found in the number of 
ä 8 enemies that will not have Chriſt to rule over 
them. 

But becauſe reproving of ſin, and threatning judge- 
ment againſt itʒpreſſing duty upon the people, and pro- 
miſing mercy upon the performance of it, is looked on 
as ſo legal, ſo unſutable to Goſpel-preaching; as what 
too much ſtraitens Gods grace, and enlargeth mans 
p_ beyond the rule, Vie lay down ſome things 

riefly to vindicate it from all miſtakes. 

1. There is leſs probable deceit, not ſo much palpa- 
ble danger in reproving fin, andthreatning judgement 
againſt it, whereby people are convinced of their mi- 
ſery; thaninholding our large and inconditionate of- 
fers of grace, from which men groundlefly may ex- 
pe& mercy. There may be more pain in ſearching 
ofthe wound, butthere is leſs danger; there may 
be more eaſe in skinning of it, but leſs fafery. We 
finde the Scripture very often condemning falſe Pro- 
phets for preaching ſmooth things , promiſing life , and 
thereby ſtrengthening the hands of the wicked in ſinne 
(in many places, as was touched on before, ) but 

where 
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where do we find any prohibition of, or reprcof for 
an endeavor to convince the people of their ſin, that they 
may afterward be convinced of righteouſneff? The 
Scribes and Phariſees are ſaid to un heavy burtbens 
wpon others ſhoulders, Mat. 23.4. they preſſed a ſtrict 
obſervance of the Law, a burthen too heavy to be 
born by mens own ſhoulders; buttheir faule was nor - 
in preſſing ot the Law, but in preſſing it as a meritori- 
ous cauſe of life , not ſhewing them the way, how E- 
vangelically through Chriſt to perform it. Thus to 
preſs the law is blame worthy. But ſecondly, Their 
fault there reproved was not ſo much in preſſing the 
Law as the rule of obedience, but not practiſing them- 
ſelves what they preſſed upon others, not walking b 
the ſame rule themſelves. For you ſee Chriſt gives it 
as a charge ro people,to obey what they commanded, 
Uere3s ever they bid 2 obſerve, that obſerve and 
h. How often was Chriſt and his Apoſtles in repro- 
ving ſin, and threatning puniſhment ! Zok.13.3.5.Ex- 
cept ye Sy 6. all likewiſe periſb, 1 Cor. 5. 9, 10, 11. 
aurigbicous, drwnkards, extortioners, &c. ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of God,belides many other places. 
2. (Not to name the practice of Moſes and the Pro- 
,) it hath been the unqueſtioned method of 
Chriſtand his Diſciples, to preſſe thoſe duties upon 
people, which by their own ſtrength they are not able 
to perform. Chriſt preached repentance, which was 
not in mans power (of himſelf) to practiſe, Atarth. 
4. 7. Folw preached it, Matth. 3. 2. The Diſciples 
preached it, art 6.8. 12. Nay, it was pait of the 
work he preſcribed them after his reſurtection; that 


repentance and remiſiom of fins ſpoula be preached to alt 
Nations 
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Nations in his name, Luk, 24.47. The command Peter 
gave a people unable of themſelves to perform it, was, 
repent and be converted, Act. 3. 19. 
Surely thar's the beſt preaching that is neareſt the 
pattern given in the Mount; that is the moſt Goſpel- 
way of teaching, that is moſt agreeable to Chriſt's 
malte, method. One upon Mark.6.12.calls repertance, the 
Fobanzis,(bri- very ſumm of the preaching of Fobn, of Chriſt , of 
ſti Apoſtolo- the Apoſtles, | 
pions 
3. What duty people are preſſed to from the word, 
it is their ſin not to do; through their own default 
they are not able to perform. So that if it were for no 
other end, but to ſhew Gods right that he hath to 
our obedience, our wickedneſs that we are not able to 
practiſe it, our duty, what we ought to perform this 
were ſufficient cauſe of preſſing it, and from this good 
uſe might be made of it. Diſobedience to the Law is 
fin, 1 Joh. 3. . it is called *r4iz, Although the obſer- 
vance of duty can deſerve no reward, yet the not doing 
Wie. it deſerves ſevere puniſhment. The great end of God's 
giving Scripture was, to reprove, to inſtruct, 1 Tim. 3. 
16. What muſt we zeprove if fin muſt not be ſpoken 
of: What inſtructios mult be given, if duty muſt not 
be preſſed? Ven, it is intimated, that who would not 
hear reproof, rebuking, exhortation , would not endure 
ſound doctrine, 2 Tim. 4. 2, 3. 12 
That people cannot perform what God requires, is 
ſrom their own defaults: ſo that it is no injuſtice in 
God _ it. God made man righicous, Eccleſ. 7. 29. 
he may juſtly require according to what he gave, not 
according to what we have. The Maſter that gave ma- 
ny talents, may require the whole ſumm, although the 
ſervant 
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ſervant (through his idleneſs)is not able to pay it. It ĩs 
meer mercy, that Godaccepteth according to what a man 
hath, 2 Cor.8.12.hemay in juſtice require according 
to what he firſt gave. 

4. The preſſing of duty upon people unable to = 
form it, is the ordinary, and may prove the effica- 
cious means to enable men to do it. The Ninevites re- 
pented at the preaching of Jonah, Mat. 12. 41. Peter 
preached repentance, Ads 1. 9. and ſome thou- 
ſands were (by Gods bleſſing on it) enabled to per- 
form it, Cap. 4. 4. The few that were truely choſen, 
were of the number ot them who were outwardly cal. 
led before, Matth. 24. 14. I confeſs the means is not 
effectual to all, but muſt it be therefore uſed to 
none ? nay, becauſe we know not to whom it maybe 
effectual, therefore it muſt be uſed to all, that it may 
be profitable to thoſe to whom God intends it, Peo- 
ple are much miſtaken inthe preſſing of duty, who 
ook upon it onely as a command of obedience, not at 
all as a means of profit - in the commands of God, 
there is not only a diſcovery of duty, but an offer of 
power and ſtrength to perform it. It were but vain to 
bid a groveling child ariſe, which of it ſelf is unable; 
but if at the ſame time I hold forth my hand to 
help it, it may be a means to raiſe it. It hadbeen an 
hard injunction of Chriſt to bid Ta us ariſe, when 
he had been dead four daies and not able to ſtir: but 
when the voice carried with it a ſecret power to enable 
him, he was ableto come out of the grave: it was the 
Angel that ſtirred the water, whereby the diſeaſed 
were cured at Betheſda, muſt not impotent people 
be adviſed therefore to go 8 the pool, becauſe of 
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themſelves they could not work the cure t 

But where commanded dutics are not practiſod, 
they leave them without excuſe that neglect them. 
God ſent Ezekiel to a ſtubborn people who (he knew) 
neither would nor could practiſe his commands, that 
they might know that there was 4 Prophet among theme, 
Ezek. 2.5. - 

5. Duty is not preſſed by Miniſters as a meritorious 
cauſe of ſalvation, but as the condition which God 
requires in them to whom he will give it. When we 
have dont all we can, we areunprofitable ſervants, Luk. 17. 
May not God, who in free love gives the reward, pro- 
poſe what condition he pleaſeth? nay, which is more, 
he that propoſeth t he condition, makes people to per- 
form what he requires: (as was touched before) which 
is very plain, Exel. 36. 25, 26.27. 

The reſult of all is, To beſeech you to conſider, 
how they cheat you of the Truth, and may deceive 
you of your Souls, who _ the neglect, or need- 
eſneſs of that Duty God commands and will have 
(though he himſelt work it) inthoſe to whom heel 
ſhew mercy : ſuch who call the way eafe and broad , 
which Chriſt calls fr4/t and narrow that promiſe life 
to men in ſin, and ffrengthen the hands of the wicked in 
their ini _ 

6. I chall deſire you: That you would be more in 
judging of your ſelves, then in cenſuring others. It is 
(now) a great part of ſome mens Religion, to finde or 
make faults in others, when they obſerve not their 

Magi utimur OWn : they uſe ſpectacles to look on others whereby 

ſpeitacilis quantheir faults are multiplied , but endure not a look- 

ing glaſſe to reſlect upon themſelves that their de- 
formity 
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formity might be diſcovered. Indeed mens eyes ate 
naturally placed to look outward on others, when they 
need the help of ſome reflecting _ to take an in- 
ward view of themſelves. But ſurely there is { be · 
fides nature ) ſome wicked art, whereby they are 
holpen, not withſtanding the andiſcovered beam in their 
own eye, to obſerve ſo clearly x ſmaller moth in their 
Brothers, People are ſo buſied to 3 in other 
mens houſes, that they neglect the cleanſing of their 
own. | 

You may obferve others faults privately to reprove, 
not publickly to reproach a Brother: you may take 
notice of others ſins, co be warned by their falls, not to 
make it an occaſion of finning to you: yet in this, as I 
would not have you judge them by the reports of o- 
thers, ſo neither to meaſure them by the line of malice. 
As report like an evil ſpirit oſten preſents that which 
never was in {abſtance:ſo malice like a falſe glaſs pre- 
ſents double what is. 

Be chiefly in the examination of your ſelves, wich 
what face will you reprove others, when your own 
faults are more eminent? Rem. 3. 31, 2,3. A dirty 
bruſh ſeldom makesclean clothes. If your brother 
be guiltleſs whea you accuſe him, it manifeſts malice, 
at leaſt too much credulity, if faulty; yet when you 
are guilty, it argues too little ſincerity. Prove your 
ſelves, was Pauls rule, 2 Cor. 13.5. The beſt Cn iſtian 
is moſt at home; the beſt husband is moſt converſant 
in his own books. 

Is it that there is noe work enough at home, that 
you are ſo buſie abroad ? Is net the ſin of your life 
enough to employ you in the examination of, and 

D 3 mourn- 
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mourning for it? will not the making ſure yourtitleto 
Eternal happineſs finde you work enough in private? 
(poor ſouls! )-If you have not work enough to day, 
you will be ſure to make more before the morrow. 
Obſerve your own fins, and endeavour to avoid them: 
mark your own temptations, and endeavour to reſiſt 
them. Let your own tempations make you - others 
if they do fall: Let your own aptneſs to fall plead ex- 
cuſe, if it be but an infirmity: 1 would not have you 
too rigid againſt the (only) infirmities of others, yet I 
would not have youtoo indulgent toward your own. I 
would have you do with infirmities, as modeſt Houſe- 
wives do with ſome leſler pieces of ſluttery, although 
they will not endure it in their own, yet they will 
excuſe it in their neighbours houſe. Then ſhall Ithinł 
you religious indeed, and that the Lord intends good 
to your fouls, when you accuſe not others, but your 
ſelves; when your endeavour is more to amend your 
own, then obſerve others deformities, - -- 8 

Ithoughtto have ſpoken a word to you about the Sa- 
crament, but I have been too long inthe porch already, 
beſides, that concerning mine own Congregation on- 
ly, I ſhall refer itto a more private occaſion: You may 
conceive upon what grounds I adminifter it; you 
know for what reaſons I have for ſome time forborn 
ic; ſome of you have been informed what courſe I am 
about in our future preparation for it. Onely I can- 
not but obſerve that thoſe who before made it their 
argument againſt us, that we adminiſtred it to ſome, 
whom we had then no power to debar;are novv as apt 
to reproach us, vvhen they think we have as little 
povver to reform it. But Iam comforted in this pro- 


vidence. 
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vidence, that I had declared my reſolut ions about it, 
before it was objedted againſt us, I ſee it is hard to he 
free from blame, when men love to finde fault. 

All have now to ſpeak to you, is that you-would:; 
not turn your back upon the Truth. Some may neglect 
the reading, from a want of deſire to know Truth; 
others may caſt away all as falſe, becauſe not ſuitable 
to their fancy. This will prove a laſting record againſt 
you, if I ſhall not now prevail with you. 

If the Preaching of Ordained Miniſters be the Or- 
dinance, then wait upon it; run not up and down after 
unprofitable Teachers; the Prophet [Feremiab ſaith, 
They (hall nat profit (as in the book:) And one of their 
great pen-men in part coufeſſeth char they cannot con- 
vert, nor beget faith: as ſhall be ſhewed inthe Appen- 
dix aſter it. God (through his great mercy) hath not 
left me wholly without witneſs ( I mean ſome ſeal of 
my Miniſtry among you) the Lord increaſe the num- 
ber, that I may give up mine account with joy. It hath 
frequently troubled my ſoul in private, to think what 
hopefull Reformation among us hath been hindred by 
the falſe aſperſions, and cauſeleſs oppoſition of ſome : 
But the Lord will require it at their hands. The good 
God pardon it. | 

Beloved, Let not ſuch things diſcourage you; it is a 
ſign God hath ſome work to do, where the Devil 
ſtirs oppoſition againſt it. I would beſeech you to cox- 
tend for the faith once delivered to the Saints, Jude ver.3. | 
and with Paul, I ſhall beg you to be /tedfa#, unmove- * 
able, alwaies abounding in the work of the Lord. The 
Lord appear ſo upon you and me, that we may order 


our converſation according to his will, that we may all 
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walk that way he hath preſcribed us to heaven. That 
when the great day of account ſhall come, we may all 
have our names written in the Book of Life, which is 
the earneſt prayer of, 


Tour effethonate and wilting ſervant 


in the Wark of the Lord, 
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Pologies of (this nature) are ſo cuſtomary that 
> when moit ſincerely and needfully uſed, t 

$ are judged but Complements. The needleſſe 
at 4/5 of ſlurdy beggars make many man- 
ing medicants go withont their alms. Such is this Subject, 
of which many have ſpoken ſo much and ſome ſo well that it 
i hard to [ay any thing that hath not been touched on be- 
fore; ſuch my ſenſe of weakneſs (of which tes much is diſco- 
verea in ths) that it is bardto ſay any thing at all worthy, 
Wherefere I might plead ſufficient and real excuſe,were it 
not that I fear the excuſe it ſelf would. again need to be 
excuſed : For, if it be fruitful, why ſhould not the Sun 
ſbine on it, without the Gentleman- uſber of a Complement 
to bring it forth ? if not, why had not tbe darkneſs ſtill co- 
vered it ? But there being 4 kinde of neceſſity laid upon 
me, which, although no fair pretence for abſolutely unlaw- 
full, may be a juſt plea for ſeemingly inconvenient things ; 
I ſhall give you a (bort ans insffenſi ve narrative of the ac- 
caſton, and i hen be willing to bear what blame ou (hall juſt- 
ly lay apon me. 

In my Lecture at Epping, which at firſt) I voluntarily 
and freely ſet up, and nom ( for ſo me time) have conſtantly 
aud gainleſiy maintained; I lately handled the neglect of 
the Goſpel, on Ha. 2. 3. In which,preſimng the Congre- 
gatiom to receive theGoppel,l gave( among ſt tthers)this Di. 
redlion; (viz.) That they would eſteem and acknow- 


ledge 
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ledge the Minifters that brought ir: which was urged 
from 1 Theſſ. 5. 13. My reaſon was, Becauſe people ſel- 
dome receive profit by any meſſage, unleſsthey look 
upon him as Commiſſioned that delivers it. From / his 
I coxceived my ſelf engaged to diſcover who were Comm ſ- 
ſioned to preach the Goſpel : not onely becauſe the office of 
the cMiniitryintheſe daies, and about that place hath been 
fomuch derried, aud that] was ſo much importuned by 
godlypeople to ſt cał ſomething of it , but in regard of the 
prof people might receive by being ſatisfi:d and ſetled in 
it : for I am apt to apprehend, that a great canſe there is ſo 
little profit by bearing of the Word, is, that the preaching of 
it ts no more locked upon 4s an Ordinance : this I was re- 
ſolved,and laboured to do with as much candor, and as little 
I had preached provocation as might be. 

_ of rhe But before I had finiſhed the ſabjeft, ſome ( conceive) 
ermons be- 1 a * 
fore they came through the ſecret mi ſinfurmations, and impetuous ſollici- 
& when I was tations of others, ( who conld not deny, yet would not grant 
laf — what was delivered) were brouzht to oppoſe what I preach- 
they were ele andif it were poſible,either by the favourable inſinu- 
brought to axjons of themſelves, and their way, or the harſh miſrepre- 
1 — the ſentations of us and our Calling, to ſubvert or prevent the 
Pulpir before I reception of my DotFrine. Which was ati empted not only ty 
— 4 long di ſcourſe to the people before ! preached but by a ſhort 
next. oppoſtion of me after. I told the Gentleman (who ſpake-) 
Which three 1h I conceived he ought not to ſpeak there, unleſs he were a 
ings re tt” Prophet, nor then unleſs he had a Revelation, ver then but 
place from when he may be ſubject to the Prophets: but prffſered to 
which they  jn;tifie what 1 had delivered either by a private communi- 
take their li- : l b : thinking by that 

berty to ſpeak cation, or a publick printing of my Notes, thinking by. 
after others way Truth might le examined to more profit ,and with leſſe 


have preached %%, thaw by a tumultuary conference amidit an overs 
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paſiionate multitude, than by a doubtfull difpuration 4- 
_ prejudiced and unknewing hearers, But thai wa not 
taken. 5 

The next Lefture-day the like attempt was made again, 
there having two ſpoken ſucceſively,before I went into the 
Pulpit. When alt hung h] was [oth to provoke,yet i was re- 
ſolved to have actepted any way that could have been pro- 
poſed as mit tending to love and edification, for the debs. 
ting and (if poſſible) for the deciding the controverſie be- 
tween us to which end 1 had beſpoken 4 Notary to pre- 
vent preſent miſtakes, and after-miſreports. But throngh 
Gods goodne(ſe we ended peaceably. Not yet that ſ expected 
to convince engaged men, nor by any ſuch publick _ fo 
reduce wilfull men ignorantij miſlead (there have been tos 
many ſad and fraitleſſe examples of ſuch conferences al- 
ready) but mcerly to prevent their boaſtings, that we dave 
not ſtand an Argument; or aſuſpition in others, that our 
canſe would not endure atrial. The moſt peaceable is the 
moſt Chriſtian way; where Gods honouy, not our own in. 
tereſt is intended : that conrſe is maſt to be purſued, which 
r end in moſt ad vantage, in leaſt difference. 
Good Corn is b:ft winzowed in a gentle gale, when 4 blu. 
ftering winde blowes away chaff and Corn tov. I he high 
windes of paſſionate debates oftentimes blow up fforms and 
clouds, ſeldime produce any clear or fair agreement. 

Il van this I was much ſtraitned, I love peace, but I dare 
not for ſale truth. Not to Print the Sermons, beſides th 
inconvenience of mi ſ epo ts already raiſed, and too veadily 
received about it, were to lye andir the ſaſpition of comar- 
diſe, and (with ſome men) to yeeld them the victory that 
ve wer got it; for althrugh the offer was not taken by ihm, 


it might have been ol jected againit me. To Print them, 
E beſides 
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befides the diſcovery of mine own weakneſs, might prodace 

further conteſt, which I have no leaſuretoattend,bring ſwf- 
fictently topled with the conſtant labour of three times a 
week Preaching (beſides ſemething elſe ) yet Jam willing 
to undertake any tack to finde out or diſcover truth, 

Beſides to hang them upon the ſame Text ,wonld have 
taken up too much time to tranſcribe, and would have puz- 
led the Reader to have found out the buſineſs, I having 
preached many more Sermons-wpon it : to have tacked them 
to another might have given ſuſpition that they were not 
the ſame : It is no hard matter to finde or make an accuſa- 
tian. But, which increaſed my trouble, I was to print, with 
the ſame weakneſs I preached them; The ear tries words, 
but the eye obſerves writings; what infirmity might paſs 
the ſadden hearing of a tranſient voice, is ſoon diſcovered 
by the mure ſerious view of a diſcerning eye. Hall in- 
tended the Preſſe, I might have taken more pains e but I 
may be ſorry, that what was intended only for a private 
Aaditory,ſhonld now come to publike view; that what was 
prepared in ſo little time (¶ am aſhamed to ſay how little) 
[bould nom underge the cenſure of a more deli berate exam 
nation. Nor do I conceive it fit to alter them, leaſt that 
{bould be objected, if. not againſt the truthof what was 
printed, yet againi the repute of what was preached : and 
endced 7 great was the oppoſition, and ſo many have been 
the falſe reports about it, that I am milling (for this ) to 
let you ſee what it was I preached. 

Such as they are I commit to your judgement and Gods 
ble(fing, take them (I may — ) as I preached them, 
1 bave altered nothing of the method, ſcarcely any thing of 
the Scripture or Argument, and but little of the ex preſſion; 
I remember but one Scripture that I have added, _ _ 

a, 
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added, only again urged in one place, where it was not be. 
fore. (What I have added about the Oaths that Miniſters 
take before their Ordination, I tell you of in the margin) 1 
ſcarcely uſed then any Authors ( which might eaſily have 
been done but for the tuſtration of thoſe Scriptures I ar- 
ged; nor many of them neither, only ſuch which are emi- 
nent for piety , which might be eaſily examined by any that 
(bould doubt the quotation, which my ſhort time would 
afford the ſearch of, and which might not overbutthen the 
Auditory the Preſſe not being then intended: nor have I 
named any more now; you ſhall have it inthe ſame naked- 
noſe, or with very little more covering, then it was firſt 
brong ht forth with. 

1 was conſi! ained to introduce it ſome other way{for the 
reaſon before mentioned] but the margin diretts to the- 
beginning of the Sermons. I have caſt it into Sections, not 
to diſtinguiſh the Lectures, but to help your reading only, 
where ſome little Uſe hath been made, it hath been ( for the 
moſt part) at the end of Lettares. 

1 am conſcious to my ſelf of many weakneſſes, and ſhould 
ſure have bluſhed to be thus generally obſerved, had not 
conſtraint (in a manner) offer A violence to modeity, I 
ſhould have been induced rather to have ſuffered the dl ſbo- 
noar of comardiſe, in not appearing in the field, then the 
— of inſufficiency by a too weak undertaking:but this 
chiefly relates to mine own perſon, th: other reflects more 
upon the truth. Beſides, cowardiſe can but ſuffer, he that 
for fear forſakes one piece of ground at firſt, may aſter be 
quite driven out of the field : whereas weakneſs may pre- 
vail, jea being aſliſted by the God of ſtrength may get the 
conqueſt; when truth muſt appear more glorious, and God 


himſelfrecci ve much more honour. I ſbad be glad ii finde 
E 2 (among 


Tao the Reader, 


(among men) rather the loving conjunction of Sbem's 
and Japhet's ſboniders to cover ny nakedueſs, then the open 
mouthes of curſed Hams to proclaim what they diſcern. 

Sr Walter Rawleigh mentions ſome Books that (peak 
mach, but ſay little. I would not willingly be reckoned in 
that number; if that little I have ſpoken, may be ſo much, 

A te conduce in any meaſure, to the ſaisfattionof d:ubt- 
ing, the eſtabliſhment of ſtanding Chriſtians, but the leaſt 
tittle to exalt th: truth, and ſupport the Miniſtry of Feſws 
Chriſt , eſpecially if in theſe dates nom the axell- trecof the 
Miniſteriall function is ſo much ſtruck at, and begins (here) 
tocrack, I might by this providence be made inſtrumen- 
tall to clap one band to ſtrengt hen it, but to put one ſpoke in- 
to the wheel to help it, I ſhould eſteem it a ſuperabundavt 
recompence. If you (good Reader) ſpall recetve any advan- 
tage, I will chtarfully take the intereſt of your prayers for 
the principle of your profit; and ( beſides) acknowledre- 
my ſelf 


Tour indebted and engaged ſer vant 
J. F. 


ee ny — 


THE 


Lawfull Preacher: 


© Or « ſhort Diſconrſe 


About the Call of Mix ig TERS, 


PROVING, 


That they onely ought to preach, who are ordained 
to that Service, 


a Iorder ſeldom ends where it begins; as inch Pefug uno ab- 
awry in the foundation, where it's ſcarcely ſurdo ſequuntuy 
& diſcerned, may be a yard beforethe top ſtone * u. 
be laid, when it will be more viſible, Evil is of 
8 a multiply ing nature, and needs no other ſee · 
tation, but liberty, for its production. Errour like an ill weed 
requires nothing more for its infinite encreaſe then toletation, 
then not to be plucked up. Who would have thought that 
contempt of the perſons, grumbling at the maintenance, 
would have ended in diſputing, yea, denying the Office of Mi- 
niſters ? It's ſome mens greateſt policy, to caſt dirt on all Fortiter calum- 
hands, that ſomething may ſtick. It is much if in a large Bill, aue, a/iquid 
ſomething doth not (at lealt ) appear, if not prove true, 1 * 
ſhall not ſtand to juſtific their perſons, although I could 
quickly excuſe them ſrom many ot thoſe ſcandalous aſpetſions 


calt upon them, yet I date pleade for their Calling. 
| E 3 What 


[2] 
| What wickedneſſe is in that > Can that Office be evil that 
is ordained by God himſelf ? Were not the Prophets and 
Prieſts inſtituted by him under the Law? Were not the Apo- 
Eph. 4.11. Niles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors, Teachers, ſubſtituted by 
Mat. 28. 19,20 Chriſt under the Goſpel? And hath not he promiſed to be 
Eph, 3. 12. with them to the end of the world > Can that Calling be un- 
neceſſary, which was appointed for the perfecting of the 
Saints, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt > A deſire of 
Dominion is objected againſt their par, and ( which is 
worle ) a Title ta power is ſuſpected in their Offices: What 
Authority God hath entailed upon the Office, it is a fin in any 
to cut off, unleſs there could be a Fine and Recovery acknows 
ledged in the Court of Heaven: And I wifh that the accu- 
ſers of the Brethren knew with what unwillingneſſe they re- 
*ceivethat Power others think they affect; and what 2 bur- 
then that is to their ſhoulders, which ſome conceive they de- 
light in. 

Te take too much upon you ye ſons of Levi, is the renewed 
complaint of Corab s ſucceſſors ; but did not Corab, D athan 
and Abiram, the ſonnes of Belial, take too much upon them 
too ? Was it not only their deſire to ſhare in what they pre- 
tended evil in others, that was the cauſe of the outery? Ma- 
lice is as blinde as Love, they equally, aſthough in a different 
manner, darken the judgement; we muſt never expect right 
Sentence, where Paſſion brings in the Evidence, and Malice 
gives in the Verdict Where malice is in the ſediment, a little 
beat will raiſe the ſcum of falſe accuſations, and unjuſt reports; 
Typboem is Where that lies under the earth, there will not want an ne 
feigned rolye through which to breath forth che flame of railings, or *ewill 
under Sicily, ſhake the whole Iſland : if that fire be but kindled, it will 
which is the quickly burſt out: when it is reſolved the dog muſt be beaten, 
canſe of ſo _ it is no bard matter to finde a ſtaff, And truly impotency is a 

—— chat ſufficient erime, when vlolence ſits in judgement. 
the flames of When I conſider how great the cry, and how little the 
tna are but cauſe is, how ſtrong the plea, yet how weak the proof is, a- 
the breathings gainſt the Miniſtry, I can ſcarcely finde any other ſourſe of it. 
ot his mouth. I cannot ſce what accuſation zeal, unleſſe over-beared with 


paſſion, 


C3] 


paſſion, can bring, not what ſtrength judgement, unleſſe blin- 
ded by malice, can reiſe againſt ir. The Anti trinitarians want 
a word, the Anti- ſabbatarians would fee a command, the 
Anti-Pcedobaptiſts would have ſome example produced in 
Scripture (all which are eaſily anſwered ;) but what provin 
argument the Anti-Presbyters can urge, who — finde word, 
precept, practice, and all for the Office of Miniſters, it's hard 
to diſcern ; what they produce ſhall be ſpoken to in the fol- 
lowing diſcourſe, | 

It is the'devils common policy, who was ſubtle enough in Gen. 3. 1. 
kis infancy; and ſurely hath loſt nothing of his _— by age | 
and practice, to ſtrike at the foundation of the adverſe King q 
dom, knowing that the building cannot ſtand long, if that 
weakned : ſometimes he violently batters, but delights more 
in ſecret underminings, not only as what is leaſt diſcerned, bue - 
as what is moſt conducible to his advantage: the roof may 
be ſhattered, the brapches may be lopt, when yet the tree 
may live, and the houle ſtand firm ; but kill the root, take a- 
way the foundation, and there will need no farther endea- 
vour to ruine the one or deſtroy the other. 

The Miniſtry is one of the great parts of Religion's foun- 
dation; this will ſuddenly fall, if that be rooted out, when - 
there was no King in Iſrael, every man did what ſeemed him 
good in bis owneyes z and when there is no Prieſt, nor Pro- 
phet in Iſrael, every man may offer his own Corban,and teach 
the viſion of hu own brain, It is obſervable that Satan in his 
ſtrongeſt oppoſitions againſt Religion, bath conſtantly raiſed - 
his greatelt batteries againſt the Miniſters: ſome have been 
planced againſt their repute, others againſt their maintenance, 
others againſt their lives, and others ( which are not the 
weakelt) againſt their Office, if this were but laid low, the 5% nen 
work were half done. Zather tells Meland hon, If the Mini- ret Chriftus : 
ſtery fall, the Kingdom of Chriſt muſt. not ſtand long: faith und ſeilicer ile 
Chriſt to Peter, Vpon this Rock Will I build my Church. It ig 7*£14tor mundi: 
properly meant of that doctrine, and confeſſion that he made c N 
and preached : ſurely the Apoſtles (in whoſe name he ſpake,) aue CA 
and their ſucceſſors have a ſhare in the work. Hence it is — ſare ſtare. 

: that. 


£4) 
Mat. 16. 18. that the Gentiles when drawn nigh by the blond of Jeſus, are 
Erh. 4. 20. b xilt upon the foundation of Prophets and Apoſties, peſus Chrift 

being the chirf corner ſhone, Epb. 2. 20, It was not Peter's per- 

ſon on which the Lord Chriſt promiſed to build his Church; 

but in hec Catholice fidei con fe ſſiene ſtatuo fideles ad vimm, up. 
Ambroſe. on the confeſſion he made. Nor is it the perſons of the Pro- 
Si quis inteli- phets and Apoſtles called here the foundation, but the doctripe 
£3 ipſ45 Apo- preached by them, which Amöreſe cals the Old and New Te- 
—— ſtamegt. It is the conſtant practice of the Mahumetant, to 
Fake: nom have their Muſti in great tevetence, for it is a received prin- 
ede ballucinz- ciple among them, That no * [gene and improves 
bitur, Zanch. Religion more, then à venerable hig eſteem of their chief 
1 eſt Miniſters, I would Chriſtians were not (in this) leſſe Chri- 
3 ſtian. Upon the like ground it may be conceived, chat S. Paul 
eſt ſuper . commands the Theſſaloui ans, That they Wonld know them that 
& noun Te- are over them in the Lord, 1 Theſ. 5.1 2,13. and efteem them 
ftamentum col» very highly for their works ſake, (7 bat ye know, ) indeed the 
Peat, Amb. Vuſg. Lat, renders it, at voveritu, but Beza tranſlaces it, 21 


Rs. agwſcatis, that ye acknowladge them : it is i Mai 755 e 


Agnoſeere (i.) © 9141, Which E anching explains, to acknowledge, and reve» 
pro Paſtorivus rently to eſteem them as their Fathers and Miniſters. The Eng- 
noſtris ac patri- liſh word is uled in the ſame ſenſe, Mat. 7.23. .which place 1 
_ NP finde urged both by Ber and Z anchy, to prove theit expoſi- 
ray 4 Zane. tion of this ; 1 know you uot, I never acknowledged or knew 
you as mine. 3 1 

Abunlaniis That you very highly eſtrem them in live. \ap zu: ſome 
vulg. Lar.quam teade it more abwndantly, others exceeding) : the word is very 
— Bea. Gpnificant : I doubt whetherir may pleaſe to g ve the full ſig· 
Berau Eoh,z fication of it It is (as 4 Crit ch) xceedim y yea, more then 
* 20. exceedingly ; it is as if yon would ſay exceſſively. Beza ren- 
Let them ob dersthe ſame exprefſion in another place, ſuyra qudem redvas 
ſerverhis who danrer, Which yet is not tefetred eſpecially to an admiration 
2 the pere of their perſons, nor chiefly to an eſteem of their gifts (al- 
2 © though both of theſe ate required in the Text, ) but to che ro- 
che gits of ſpecktull acknowledgement of theit Miniſtery, they coming in 
Miniſters. the Name, and by the Authority of God : for it is & (n 


the Lord: })Which Bezaand Z anchy boch refer to the Eccle- 
ſialticall 


[5] 
Faſticall Office : but D5odare gloſſeth it (in the Lord) (Ac. ) in 
the name, by the Commiſſion and Authority of the Lord, 
He well knew that if the Meſſenger were ſleighted, the Re- 
rt would not be received. He derides the Embaſſie, that 
ooks not on the Deliverer of it as Commiſſioned. 7s not rh 
the Carpenters Son ? was that which prevented the beleeving 
of Chrilt's Word. When (at other times) they looked upon 
kim asa Devill, they were unlikely to hearken to him as 4 
God. He caſteth our Devils through Beelzebub. It was no 
wonder that the proud men rejefed feremiah's Meſlage, when Jer. 43. 1, . 
they could ſay, God hath nos ſent lm. I know nothing that 
more 1179 + hace mm the efficacy of the Goſpel, then 
diſputing their Commiſſion, denying their Office that bring 
it. Limbs of Antichriſt, are unlikely co be Chriſts Meſſcogers ; 
it is not probable, that the cal of the beaſt ſhould be emploi- 
ed in Gods ſervice, 


SECT, II. 


Ut the great Objection is: That thoſe who thus lan in Here begin 
the Lord, and are thus highty to be eſteemed, ure not the the Sermons 
Black-coated Miniſters,Ordained by men, furniſned with lear- which were 
ning at the Univerſitics, to neglect them is not to refuſe Mes then _ 
ſengers of God: nor is it toſleight the Goipel, to caſt off what ccd in — 5 
they preach. But for Anſwer, — 
What is ſpoken againſt their Coats, reflects upon their ling the neg- 
Function; not the colour of their Cloth, that is not worth a |c& of the 
Reply any furcher then as it will tall under the other after ” — 
ward. . ; ; , Congregation 
That they arc Ordained by men (me thinks) cannot in- (f A means to 
jure them i Many miſtake the matter, and therefore ignorant» help than A 
receive it) t 
they would receive and eſteem the Miniſters of the Goſpel, which I urged from * of 
1 Theſ. 5. 12,13. and explained it as here; although I have not inlerred the direRion - 
at large as then I handled it: ſo that. although I intended not co have touched this firing 
in that leſſon ; yet being ſo providentially brought upon it, I could not withour ſaſpitlon 
of cowardiſe retreat. n ly 


[6] 
iy cry out 2gainſt the uſe of Ordination. It is not to infuſe 
ne vu gifts, it is only to try their gifts formerly acquired, whe- 
ther they are (therein) competently qualified for ſuch an Of- 
Sce. Can this be kurtfull > Who, unleſſe ſuch as dare not 
tand a triall, would not deſire the approbation of jadicious 
mer in a ſervice of that importance, were it not otherwiſe 
neceſſary ꝰ A modeſt ſpirit, a tender conſcience will be rather 
apt to ſulpect, then cry up ſelf-ability, when ic remembers 
Paul's queſtion, bo in ſuſſiciem ?* It is not to lend any forth 
contrary to Gods minde,or whom God would not have ſent, 
(as far as men-can diſcern; ) but to ſet thoſe apart for the 
work, whom they judge God hath ſent to labour in hu Vines 
yard, Can this leſſen their gift, er render their perſons more 
offenſive ? That they have their learning at the Univerſity, 
am apt to think ſhould not make them lc ſſc able: If by lear- 
ning they intend that eſpecial! gift of grace, whereby they 
are ſupernaturally furniſhed with abilities, experimentally to 
ai vide the Word aright, they are miſtaken ; bur if they mean 
that skill in Arts and Sciences, knowledge of Tongues, which 
although acquired by the uſe of means; yet are the common 
gifts of God, this muſt rather help then uaſit them for the 
Miniſtry. Are any gifts of God to be contemned d can any 
gift of God unfit men for ſervice ? Shall the gifts of Fortune 
(fo called)be imbraced,and ſhall the gifts of the minde, which 
are more excellent, be accounted lefle worthy ? It is fit the Mi- 
ſtreſſe ſhould rule in the houſe zyet the kand-maid may be ſer - 
viceable. Befides, they who object this - againſt Miniſters, 
learn to reade Epgliſh at home (although I do not know 
whether all that undertake to be Preachers are ſo well learn» 
ed, yet) I belceve few will judge him ſufficiently qualified for 
a Miniſter who cannot reade Engliſh, They learn to teade the 


Bible as it is tranflated, others learn it in the —— Can 


this indiſpoſe them to that work ! It was but a falſe conceit 
of a wicked man, that nuch learning made Paul mad, If leat- 
ning be good and uſefull, then the more the better; there 
cannot be exceſſe of what is good in it ſelf: a good thing 
may be abuſed, but if good, the meaſure cannot be ffenſive; 

the 


C7) 
the nearer to perfection, the better it muſt be ſtill, But theſe 
things,as they are of little ſtrength, ſo I uſe but little force to 
repell them; I ſhall haſten to the main buſineſſe, which is of 
greater eoncernment. 

Only (in xr aufic«) If it be proved that the preaching of Or- 
dained Miniſters only be the Ordinance; then it will follow, 
that to neglect them, is to refuſe the Goſpel : but that I ſhall 
labour to prove preſently. Then I mũſt tell you, that although 
other may ſpeak pleaſing things, they only can in Chrifts ſtead 
- beſeech you to bereconciled; although others may take 3 

they only labour among you, and are over you in the Lord. Al- 
though others may promiſe al vation, they only can preach the 
Gospel. Hence I cqnceive it is that Paul cals it bis Goſpel, Row. Rom. 2. 16. 
I-16, according to my Goſpel, Which is ( in Diodates words) 
according to the Goſpel of which I am a Miniſter. It is Chriſts Rom. 1.16. 
Goſpel as given by him, as through him life is offered in it; it 
was Pauls Goſpel as it was preached, as it was promulgated 
by him: It is in a ſenſe) their Goſpel, who have authority 
from God to preach it. The molt tri threatning of a private 
perſon to another That he ſhall return to the place whence he 
came, thence to the place of Execution, and there (ball hang 
till he die, is but vain and ridiculous; when the ſame words 
out of the mouth of an Authorized Jud e, are the dreadful! 
ſentence of dezth, Nor isthe promile of life to a condemned 
perſon at all eſteemed from him that hath no power to give 
it; when the ſame promiſe from him who is Commiſſioned 
for the ſervice, is certainlife, 

I ſhall now then labour to prove, That the Ordained Mi- 
niſters only are thoſe who (by the Apoſtles command) are to 
be highly cſteemed, and that co _ them and their preach- x, was the pro- 
ing is to neglect the Goſpel, Which I profeſle, Lundertake ſeſſion 1 made 
not out of any love to Controvetſie, not any deſire to txalt when I preach- 
my lelt or Function, aboyt che rule of Jeſus Chriſt ; bu: (peing t. 
through an unexpected Providence brought toit) out of a de- 
ſire, if not to reduce the miſlead, yet to cſtabliſn thoſe that yet 
ſtand ; eſpecially receiving their entretties about it, and ob- 


ſerving their endeavours to ſeduce them. 
| F 2 The 


[8] 

The Method I propoſe in the handling of it, is, to ſhew 
you. 1. That thoſe who preach muſt be called or ſeat to that 
ſervice. 2. That this Sending or Calling is not only a gifting 
of men;but(beſides that) a ſetting them apart for that Office, 
3-Whac calling or ſetting men apart for this Office, the Scri- 
pture ordinarily mentions, 4. I ſhall anſwer thoſe moſt pro- 
ving Arguments that are urged igainſt it. 


— 


SECT, III. 


1. T Hoſe that preach maſt be Called or Sent for that work. 
1 Theſ. 3. 11. To this purpoſe is the Expoſition ( I before gave you) 
of thoſe words (in the Lord) 1 Tbeſ. 5. 1 2. in the Name, by 
Rom. 10. 14, the Authority and Commiſſion of the Lord. But other Scri- 
165 ptures are plain, Rom. 10. 14, 15. How ſbal they preach except 


Obſerre the gets faith, faith comes by hearing, It is very obſervable, how 
pace well. the Lord ſeems to bang the (alvation of people inſtrumental- 


- 1510 and reprove the acting of what God forbids? Yes, but they 


pere 
di ex Dei vo- the word is ſo clear ? Im how many places doth God complain 
es TE of them that preach,yet are not ſent; that ran, yet he [ent —— | 

| wor? 


[9] 


wot? Jer. 14.14. They propheſie, but Godſent them not, So (be- 
fides very many other places) . 23. 21,32. It is the ob» 
© ſervation of One, He is a falſe Prophet, not only that teach 
* eth lies, but that teacheth without a Commiſſion, whether 
* the thing he ſpeaks be true or falſe, There are many things 
worth marking in that of er. 23. would I ſtand upon them : 
T hey caviſe the people to erre, Verſe 13. If the Leader com- 
mand without a Warrant, the people may wander beſides 
their path; Nor doe I know in all the ages of the Charch, 
that error ever marched more victoriouſly into the world, then 
under the conduct of uncommiſſioned Leaders. The Barrell 
never runs more profuſely to the intoxicating of the Drinkers, 
then when the Tap is in the hand of (no true Butler, but) an 
intruding Stranger. 7 hey frengthen the hand: of evill doers 
ver.14.17,Never were the hands of men more ſtrengthned ia 
their wickedneſſe, then by the peacefull deceirfull preach» - 
ing of unſent Teachers.) hey ea the viſion of their own hearts, 
verſe 16. who pretend more to ſtrange Revelations, make 
more uſe of their own fancies, and lefſe of Gods Word, 
then thoſe that make uſe onely of their own power to call 
themſelves to that Office ? 7 bey fleal my Word, every one from 
bu neigbbour, vetſ. 30. Either they take ſome parts and pi 
ces of true Prophecies, that they might the better vent their 
falſe ones men put off ill commodities beſt, under the nix 
ture of ſome good with them. The Devill deceives with leſſe 
ſuſpicion, when his falſe mouth is filled with mixtures of ſome 
of Gods truths ; Children are molt eaſily couſened into the 
taking of bitter Seeds, under the covert of ſweet Plummes. 
Or all they ſteal ( as Diodate gloſſeth it) they fraudulently 
take upon them to preach the Word, and (teal from the cal- - 
led Prophets all. Authority and credit. Never was the Au- 
thority and credit of faithfull Miniſters more weakned, then 
by the pretended Authority of unſent Teachers, Pau 
was never put more to juſtiſe his Miniſtery, then when 
the falſe Apoſtles laboured to ſteal away his repute among 
the people, They bat not profir ibis people, veric 32, Here is. 


the caule that people hear ſo many uncommiſſioned Preachers 
F 3 with., 


ſte; 


with ſo — The Lord will not bleſſe their labour; 


he bath hang d a curſe upon it, as once upon the fruitleſsFig- 


tree, Never fruit grow more on it. There's but one thing more, 
the evil effect of it; The people ſhall ſay, The burthen of the- 


Lord, verſe 33. (i.) the prophane people encouraged throng hy 
their lies, leaning on the Pillows ſowed by them under their el. 
bows, were apt to accuſe the true Prophets for preaching the 
burthen of the Lord againſt them; they would ſcoff at, and 
deſpight the fairhfull ſervants of God, as ſpeaking of curſ's 
and threatnings; as if that had been none of their Meſſage, 
or they not the perſons to whom they belonged, Was ever 
this Text made good, and is it not this day fulfilled in our 
ears? But to return, 2 Tim. 3.6, The Apoſtle complains of 
thoſe that creep into hanſes. They go in by ſtealth, and they 
work by ſubtilty. The lawful Shepherd enters inat the door; 
: they are but ſneaking Paſtors, who come without a key, who 
run without a commiſſion, that creep into houſes : Of what 
ſort theſe were ye may ſee verſ., 13. Hecalleth them Sedu- 
cers, ver. 8. He compares them to une and Zambres, who 
were {ome of thoſe Magicians, that oppoſed CMeſes in his 
working of Miracles, in which theſe are not unlike them; for 


they reſiſt the truth. a 

* the whole Book of God, and then tell me whe- 
ther you can finde the example of any that thruſt themſelves 
into this Office, either of Prieſthood under the Law, ox of Mi- 
niſtery under the Goſpel withour ſharp reproof from God. 
Will the example of Vzz4b prevail, who out of an honeſt in- 
tent ion but attempted what belonged to the PrigſtsOfhce on- 
ly, yet was ſeverely puhiſhed ? Or will the fierce wrath of 
God Corab, Dat han, and Aliram affect you, who upon 
4 fair pretence ( that all the Congregation was holy) would have 
thruſt themſelves into t ces they were not called to, on 
whom the earth opened and twallowed them up? They who 
exalt themſel ves above their meaſure, were caſt down below 

their expectation. ' | £1 
Think you that Caron might make himſelf 2 Prieft ? if you 
view him, you would judge him a ft man; yet he 1 not 
| e 1 adven- 


— 


— — —̃ — "IIES 
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ad venture without 2 Call. Ne man taketh thu houour unto him- 
felf. Heb. 5. 4. Or ſuppoſe you that Chriſt might put himſelf Heb. 5. 4. 
into the Office of the Prieſthood]; and ſurely I know not who 
ſhould attempt it, if he might not: yet he wonld not glorifce 
himſelf to be made an high Prieft, Hebr. 5.5. He, as he was Heb. 5-5. 
man, did not put himlſelt into the Office, but was called to it 
by the Everlaſting Father, who ſaid, Thee art wy Son, yea, 
he was made 4 Prieſt after the Order of Melchiſedech : 
The Apoſtle there anſwers an Oojection that might be made 
3gainſt Chriſts Prieſthood, becaute he was not of the Tribe of 
Levi; therefore he tells you what Call he bad, he was of the 
Order of Melchiſed:ch; For no man taketh this honour ; it is 


e Which is often uſed to uſed take by violence, as Job. V/urp4tur de 
vecationibus c 


19. 1. (and as a Critick reterripg it to this place ) it is ſpoken ]] Y 
of * and Offices: Such muſt not be —— by 5 — 
hut received by a Call, Much more might be ſpoken af this, quales fint Pon - 
but that will refer properly to the next thing; I hope it is ma- ce, ſed de 
nifeſt that there mult be a Call. Wuence elſe is it, that they n officio a- 
are (aid to he made O ver. ſcers over the Flock of God by the ho- 5 
ly Ghoſt, Acts 20.283 ES 
Saith Apoſtle concerning Chrilt, 7owhich of the Angels 

ſaid he at any time; Thu my Son, this diy bave | begotten 
the? ] may lay, Unto what untent Miniſter, oc or ſelf-made 
Propher, did God at any time ſay, Take care of the Floek, 
feed the Church of God, over which the holy Ghoſt hath 
made you over-ſcers. 

Brſides, which I wonder at, Thoſe who think men may run 
without a Call into this Office, (or rather, employment, tor 
it ſcarcely now acknowledged an Office ) will pleade for a 
Call,a Commiſſion for any other undettking: Strange U that 
this which is the moſt excellent imployment,ſhould.be ad ven- 
cured on With the leaſt warrant : as if God had only neglect- 
ed his own ſervice : or rather that men were reſolved to 
be carefull of himſelf when Gods work (hall be careleſſ un- 
dertaken, He mult not ſit in the place of 2 Judge, that hath 
no Commiſſion, but is guilty of murcher that puts a man to 
death (be the cauſe what it will) without juſt Authority. The 

com- 
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commen Souldier will not receive the Commands of his fel- 
low, onely of a Commiſſioned Officer; nor will one Officer 
take the Word of Command from another,, unleſſe by Order 
he be impowred to give itz Nay, in your Cities, men ate not 
ſuffered to manage a trade, but after ſerving an Apprentiſhip, 
and being made free of the Company.Such are generally con- 
ceived to have leaſt kill, and to ſell the worſt wares,and then 
pernicious to Societies. And is the Miniſtery the only Office 
to be run upon without a Call? 

Again, If one man may go without ſending, why not ano- 
ther? why not more? why not all? elſe hat number is aſ- 
ſigned, and what meaſure of gifts is competent? Truly,people 
love the power of H:ads, would caſt off the fubjeion of 
Members : So then, we ſhould have all Prieſts, and no peos 
ple; all Teachers, and no Hearers ; all the Members would 
become Head; all the Flock would be Overſeers, and at laſt 
none left to be overſeen but by their own eyes, 

How then ſhould men fear and tremble that dare take this 
honour to themſelves ; * who go without a Call, run without 
a Commiſſion ; who go not is at the door, but creep into hon- 
ſes, who need no other power but their own to make chem 
Preachers! I mean ſuch, who have no Flock to overſee, but 

from place to place venting their errours, ſowing their 
Rede of Hereſie ; as if there were no Duty well done, nor any 
Office well diſeharged, where their Gift is not exerciſed. In- 
. deed there is among wiſer and more religious men, diſpute a- 
bout the Call, which I hall ſpeak to afterward; but what 
muſt we think of thuſe who pretend to no Call at all,but hat 
theix Gifts, which they call extrordinary, confer upon them ? 
Such (me think ) ſhould fear the judgement of God, who 
ſpeak in his Name, yet bave of his Authority. Chriſt ſerds 
forth his Diſciples 2s Sheep among Wolves, but then promi- 
ſeth to be with tbem; whom he ſends he is engaged to defend; 
but what protection can they expect, who have none of his 
Commiſſion ? | : 

* how ſhould people that fear the Lord be afraid to 
run after ſuch Teachers; not only in that they countenance, 

and 
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and ſay God feedto them that are not in Gods way, and then 
may partake of their plagues : as N wmb.16.21.22.butin that 
their doctaine is dangerous; they make people to ere; the le- 
ven of their doctrine is to be avoided. Such as (teal into trades, 
ſell for the moſt part but falſe wares ; they would not be un- 
willing to ſtand a trial, if their intentions were hooeſt in their 
undertakings. Nay, alchough they ſpeak good things, yet they 
ſhall not profit the people (ut ſapra. ) As there is no protection 
promiſed to their perſons, neither is there any bleſſing promi- 
{cd upon their labours, But the next thing will further illu- 
ſtrate this; which is, 
* 
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SECT, IV. 


2. T His calling or ſending, is not only gifting of men, but 2. 
| (beſides that) a ſetting them apart for that work, Were 
the conſent of Churches,and their practice, or the opinions of 
ſingle men at all available wich the-oppoſers of the Miniſters 
call, how many might quickly b produced but I know cheſe, 
if urged would be rejected, and therefore I ſhall not put you 
to the trouble of a tefulall j Scripture- practice being chiefly 
pretended to by them,Scripture-rule ſhall be my wayof trial. 
(If gifting be calling; it muſt be either ordinary or extra- 
ordinary, It is not an ordinary Call, for the Scripture ſpeaks 
of another way of ſetting men apart ordinarily for this ſer - 
vice. (as will be proved afterward.) 
Nor is it anextraordioary calling; although if it were, it 
would not at all help our uncalled Preachers; for as it is not 
our buſine ſſe hete to handle extraordinary calcs, ſo neither is 
it our wiſedom now to expect extraordinary callings. Extra- 
ordinary ſending is either, when in the primitive times God 
did by his immediate command ſen1 out whom he pleaſed to 
that ſervice; Yet then there was an act of ſending different 
from the work of gifting of them (as will appear preſently:) Note. 
this I beleeve our gifted brethren will not pretend to; if ſo, 
let chem diſcover their miſſion, Or * in the tiiſt er cting 
| or 
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Paut(who is ſo Or rebuilding of Churches, where an ond inary call cannot be 
much talked had, men are called out by an extraordinary power of God 
of ) if ye 2 upon their ſpirite for this work. © Perkin: ſaith, Extraordi- 
pre, 9. 007 oi ke place, where ecdiaacy Hnettobebade yer, 
N = "vcr. it m after . en all be fected, receive 
—_— « Ordigytion in-an ordinary Way. This our canuot 
gifted, but (ent plead, becaule among us an ordinary call is to be had: (which 
alſo, ver. 6. he if they ſuſpect, I ſhall ſhew them in the third thing.) Or, when 
uſt go into : _ ing : 
the Cy, and there are ſome extraordinary gifts conferred to enable men 


there it ſhould be told him bat he ſhould do, ver. 15. He is a choſen veſſell ro bear my 
Name among the Gentiles, which was to preach the Goſpel, ver. 17. He was filled with 
the holy Ghoſt, ver.19. He was certain daies with the Dilciples at Damaſcamz and all 
this before that ſtraigbimay which is ſo much urged, v. 20. It is more clear, if you compare 
it with Act. 2 2.14, 15. what Ananias told Paul be ſhould do. And v. 21. you will ſee the 
Commi ſſion Chriſt gave him, although filled with the holy Ghoſt. 


for this employment. Extraordinary gifts I mean not compa- 

ratively only, when ſome have better gifts theu others; or then 

ordinatily men of that place and breeding have, ſome may 

have a bettet Genius, may be more induſtrious, may have more 

advantages then others ; but ſuck which are given in an extra- 

ordinary manner, as the extraordinary gift of Propheſy ing, 

the miraculous gift of Tongues, when there hath been no or- 

dinary means uied for the acquiring of them: the immediate 

Note, gift of working miracles, which were given in thoſe daies, 
not only to enable them for their work, but( beſides other rea» 
ſons) to manifeſt and declare their calling. Which is concci- 

ved to be the reaſon of that extravrdinary gift which is called 

Propheſying, not preaching (as is now pretended) that was 

Numb. 11. piven to the Seventy, Numb. 1 1. But of this more in its place. 
Nor do I think that thoſe who talk of great gifts, will ac». 

knowl-dge them thus extraordinarily beſtowed, 

Some ot them indeed are Scholars, haue( beſides other learn» 
ing) the gift of I oaguts but it is by ordinary means acquired; | 
although they may by falle pretenees delude common people, 
yet let any of the belt gifted men make it appear that chey 
received that or any vther gitc cxeraordinaridy : they may 
ſpeak good matter, and well manag'd, and ſo be cried up for 


excel- 
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excellently gifced men, when they have gotten their abilities, 
but by the way ot bers have gutren theirs ; chen where is 
the wonder? I with that ſubtle Jeſuites, learned Priefts,come 
not under a grey cloak, or a blue apron, and To to at 
extraordioary gift. For it is obſet vable, that moſt of our groſ- 
ſeſt errourt, that have been fo plentifully vented, dave bam 
firſt broached in ſuch meetings: which for the moſt part tend 
to Arminianiſm, or Libertiniſm, fit leaven for Popery. 

Others have no extraordinary gifts at all, have ſcarcely 
common gifts, they are ſo far from having the giſt of many 
Toogus,that they know not how to uſe their mother Tongue 
properly; nay, thoſe petty gift lings they have, they have ac- 
quired by ſome like endeavour of reading, bearing or confe- 
rences, I know no more then ordinary gift they have, unleſſe 
it be of impudence and confidence, 

But yet more clearly to handle this thing; That gifting is 
not ſending : I ſhall do it in ſome few particulars, 

1. The. Scripture puts a difference between gifting, and 
ſending men for the work of the Miniſtry : Thoſe who were 
qualified with abilities, were Commiſſioned (befides) before 
they undertook that ſetvice. There is 2 difference between 
Syrayus,Wwhich is collatio donorum; and Su, which is colatio 
poteſpatu, (as is diſtinguiſhed: ) the former makes a man able 
to preach, the other gives him authority to preach ; there 
may beabilicies, where there is no Commiſſion, and there may 
be a Comqmiſſion where many qualification may be want- 
ing, There is a Text much urged hy ( almoſt ) all that handle 
this thing 3 but becauſe ſomething may be ſpoken againſt it, 
I (hall lay no ſtreſſe upon it i ( vir.) AR. 1.3.1,2. yet me think 
it plainly intimates a difference the Scripture owneth between 

ifting and ſending : Barnabas and Sun were gifted. before, 

wt they muſt be ſet agart for. the work, 89 which God had cated 
then. But other Scriptures ate plain, | 7 50 tcs 1et es 

When God ſent the Prophet Iſaialł to preach tothe-peo- 
ple, he firſt gifted him, be afterward gave him his: Com- 
miſſion, Iſa 6. 5, 6,7. 8,9. He tonched bu lips With a coal from 
the Aut thereby he was qualified -- but afcerward he * 

2 is 
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his authority to exerciſe his gifts, when be bid bim Go and tel 
thi people: Nay Iſaiah would not run till God ſent bim, ver.$. 
Judicious Perki»s interprets this to be giving him his Autho- 
riy to preach. Nor do 1:ſee what other unforc't expoſitjon 
cao be given of it. But leſt the Old Teſtament (being almoſt 
out of faſhion ) ſhould diſrelliſh, we will ſec what evidence 
th; New will give us. 

It Chriſts own method in calling his Diſciples may be ſaf- 
ficient teſtimony, you will ſee, that gifting for, and ſendiog 
them to execute the work were two diſtinct acts, Mat. 10. 


Mat. 20.1, 5,6, 1,5. He gave them power ag ain ſt unclean Hirits, to caſt. them 


7,8. 


Reade the 
Text. 


Mart. 28. 19. 


Tim. 4. 14. 


Heb. 10. 5. 


o & c. ver. I. there he gifted them: but afterward be bids 
them, Go, preach, ſaping, the Kingdom of Heaven u at hand; 
heal the ſick , cleanſe the leper,&Cc. ver., 8. there he gave them 
Anthbority to do what he gave them Power to do before, ver. 
1. Lea, when their work was encreaſed, their Comm ſſion 
was cnlarged eco, CHarh.a8 19. Ge teach all Nation hapti- 
ding them, &c, we reade not that they preached till they re- 
ceived Commiſſion, nor that they went to any people, but 
who were comprebended in it. Timothy had a gift conferred 
by God, and diſcovered by Prophecy, yet he was ſer apart for 
the Office by the impoſi ion of hands, 1 Tim. 4. 14. The gift 
was given by-prophecy ( i. e.) it was diſcovered in a prophe- 
tick manner, that he ſhouid be a Miniſter;yet notwithſtanding. 
io.cminpent a declaration of Gods minde, there was the laying 
ox of the hands of the Preib ytary, which-Daodare cals x fign of 
conſecration and bleſſing. How many places might I name, 
where the Apaſtle ſpeaks of Ordaining Eldets in the Church- 
es, which plainly evidenceth ( beſides gifting of them) a tet - 
ting them apatt for the ſet vice · as Tit. 1 5. Nd. 14. 2, 3. beſides 
other places; but it is better to ſpeak enough then all. 
Shall I go one-ſtep farther; and then ſhew you, that I eſus 
Chriſt himſelf was fitted for: the ſervice he came about, yet 
was ſept by his Father: although he was gifted, yet he would 
not go till he had bis Fathers Commiſſion, Heb. 10.5. he had 
4 bod prepared him he was fitted to offer Sacrifice, and fo to 
perform his Fathets will, but yet he would not take rhe ho- 


nour 


* 
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near te ln to be wade an High. Prieft, Heb, 5.5. Hence it Heb.s 5. 
is you finde him ſpeak fo much of his being ſent by his Father, Mitton es pe- 
in many places of John's Goſpel, Yes, he tels his Diſciples, « fe, . 
wy Father ſent meſo ſend I you, Job. 20.2 1. Pere. 
It is agreed by moſt, that to x Faithfull Preacher, there are 
two things required ; there mult be gifts and abilities for the 
work, and there malt be Authority and power to exerciſe 14 tantum poſ- 
thoſe gifts; the one is from man ordinarily, the other from ſn quod jure 
God, Poul ſęems to favour this diſtinction, where he oppo- ** — 
ſeth the call God to the call of man, G4. 1. 1. Paul a» Ape- Gal. 1. 1. 
file, not of men, nor by man, but by peſus Chriſt, I know not 
what gloſſe or interpretation can be put upon this, but what 
vll prove that there mult be a calling, and this calling not on- 
ly extraordinary from God, as it was in him, but that there 
ie + calling from man, which can be no other, but Commiſſi- 
onating or letting apart, Thus 'Perkins gloſſeth it.“ Nor of 
u, he was not called by men as the only auchours of his 
Call, not only by the authority of men: in this he oppoſeth 
e himſelf to the falſc Apoſtles, who might have an ourward 
«Call only from men, but had none from God at all. Nor by 
«wan, he was not called of God, by the miniſtery of meer 
man in this he oppoſeth himſelf to ordinary Mioiſters,who 
might have an inward Call from God, but it was by mans 
& miniſtry ; they were ſet apart for it by man. To the ſame  _ 
© purpoſe Jer: obſetveth 2 diſferenee between the Præpoſiti- * 4 re- 
« dm and did. ar af mr, of men, and d Hen, by man;the Nen again, 
E one intimates the Authority we receive from bim in whoſe pominibus alli. 
& power it is to make Miniſters, (which Perksny before cals Beza. 
u the Author of ourCall;)che other a Miniſterial ſerting apart d aahoritatis 
« for the Office, To this agrees the expoſition of Calvin, Not eo_—_ 302 
n; as wicked Minilters only are, who have no other — * 4 
ä 8 * pramd art, 
Iden. Primum illud mem brum non eſſe vocatum ab baminibus, commune 2 — 
(briſti muziſtris 3 & paulo poſt, Vocatio non poteſt eſe legitima ni a Dev. T ametſs autem rit# 
voc alus interdum quiſpiam exit Ecclefie reſpect u, qui tamen prevs cupiditate, non rect᷑ conſciewis 
ad mmnuſterum pervenerit. $ ecundum mem brum, non eſſe vocatum per hom ines pecultariter compe - 
tebat Apoſtolis. Et mfr d, Iſta eſt ordinaria ratio eligendi Paſtoret. Calvin in loc. Apoſtolatum 
ab aliis Minſterits diſcerni oporic bus. 885 in Ac. 1. 26. an 
3 
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'* Call then what man — 2 them, For as no man muſt 


Rom. 15. 14, 
15. 


© take that Office to himſelf, fo neither muſt any elie put 
* whom they pleaſe into the Office ; the harveſt is Gods, and 
ei ſuch ooly muſt be labourers there which are of his ſending, 
Nor by an; which was to diſtinguiſh his Apoſtleſhip from 
ordinary Miniſters ; he being an Apoſtle, was called by 
& Chriſt immediatly; and after he ſaith, that this calling &y 
man is the uſuall way of chooſing Minifters. Very much 
further goes Calvin, if thoſe who are curigus will ſearch 
© him. What need I cell you of. Matibias his being ſar apart 
for the Apoſtleſhip in the place of ada? AR, 1.26, he was 
qualified by God, nor could the falling of the lot drop any en- 
creaſe of gifts into him, but the lot muſt be given, that he may 
be thereby deſigned, and ſet apart for the Office: It was in- 
deed an extraordinary way of ſctting him apart, but the rea- 
ſon of that was, becauſe it was to an Apoſtleſhip, to which the 
calling was different ( as was newly faid ) from the ordinary 
call of Paſtors and Teachers. But my buſineſſe (in this) is not 
to ſhew what way men are ſet apart (that belongs to the next 
thing,) it is ſufficient for me here to prove that there is (be- 
ſides gifting) ſome or other ſetting apart for this ſervice; I 
ſhall do the other afterward, 

Beſides I finde a frequent diſtinction made in Scripture, 
between the gifts of private Chriſtians, whereby they may 
be able to ediſie one the other; and of others who have recei- 
ved the Miniſtry. The Romanes Were full of goodneſs, filed with 
alt kuowltage, able alſo to admeniſh one 3 Rom, 15. 14, 
yet they were not hereby authoriſed to preach preſeptly, but 
Paul had the grace given to him of God, to be the Mini- 
Pet of Cbriſt to the Gentiles, verſ. 15. The Theſſalonians were 


11. commanded to edifie ove another, 1 Theſ. 5. 1 1. yes, they muſt 
. warn the uuruly, comfort the feeble-minded, ſupport the Weak, 


ver/.14. this could not be done without a treaſury of gifts, 
yet they were not to be exerciſed ina Miniſterial preachiog ; 
for at the ſame time they mult know chew that labour among 


* thens, and are over them in the Lord and eſteem them bighty;&c, 


12,13, 19, 20. 


dere l, 13. they mlt wor quench the Spirit, vetl. 19. which 


Zanchins 
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| Aanchixe expounds in one ſenſe, of ing the ſpirit ob the I erpreraie 3* 
Miniſters by diſcountenan — — Nor e Ber 
dif Propleſying ver. 26. Yet further 1 ade thene is mu — 

ſtreſſe in Scripture lai 


upon mens outward call to an Office, 2 Prophaie 
by which they receive their deſignation and Commiſſion to corempru, dum 
execute it. When Chriſt taught in the Temple, and none doubt ©" r 
ed his abilities, that they could not quarrel with him for them, s 42,756; 
the chief Prieſts and Elders queſtioned his authority,tharthey in loc. 
might finde an occafion of contempt for want of that, Mar. 

21.23. By what authority deſt tho theſe things, and who gave Mat. 21.23. 
thee this authority ? it was ſpoken only of his out ward call ta 

it. Nay Chriſt himſelf commands people to obey evil} Mini- 

ſters, Who, although wicked men, yet having an outward call, 

muſt be hearkned to, Mat. 23. 2,3. The Scribes and Phariſees Mat. 23.2, 3. 
ft in Moſes chair, al therefore they bid you obſerve, that oh. "ma 
ſerve and ds 2 there is a ſtrong emphalis in the illacwe There» i des geri 


places is, the Scripture muſt be our rule, which will not per- 
mit it. | 

Adminiſtring the Sacraments is another peece cf n Mini- 
ſtets work, bar thus only gifted men cannot pe · form, tbey ace 
not Sacraments as admuuſtred by them, Thc lame * | 
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fron whereby Chriſt authorized his Diſciples topreach, gave 
them-power to baptize too, Mat. 28. 19. Co, each al Nations, 
baptizing them, &c. this the Apoſtles practiſed: the whole 
Miniſtry of Jobs is named under baptiſm : Matth. 21.25, The 
baptiſm of John whence it ? it is meant of the Miniſtery of 
Jobs, But thoſe who through their gifts deem themſelves ſuf- 
ficient to preach, will not judge themſelves fit to adminiſter 
the Sacraments, Yet the Apoſtle looks upon Preaching as the 
greater ſervice, 1 Cor. 1.17. I am wor ſent to baptize, but to 
preach. It is ſpoken there comparatively ,preacking the Goſpel 
was his chief and greateſt bulinefic. 

The performance of the outward act is not to adminiſter a 
Ycrament, if he be not called to the Office that executes ir, 
It hath been received among the Churches of Chriſt, that if a 
perſon be baptized by one called to the Office, altbough an 

evill man, or his Call not right in every circumſtance, it (hall 
ſtand ; if a Papiſt who hath been formerly baptized,ſhould be 
converted to the true Religion, be ſhould not be baptized a» 
gain; whereas baptiim adminiſtred by a Midwife, or or ly 
ſome gifted perſon, is no baptiſmythe perſon muſt afterward 
1 will not in- be baptized by an Officer. A gifted member may give ycu 
6 on what at bread to eat, and wine to drink, but it is only a Miniſter that 
ſome extraor= can adminiſter the Sacrament, A gifted perſon may ſprinkle 
_ runes water upon the face of a childe, but it muſt be a Miniſter only 
— | handle that can baptize in the name of God; And (if j may ſpeak it) 
what ouęht to à gifted brother may {peak good things, but it's a Miniſter on- 
be done ordi- ly that can preach the Goſp« l. It is another part of a Miniſters 
narily.It'sſaid; huſine ſſe to binde and to loole, Joh. 20,23. it was ſpoken to 
— the Diſciples, which is only declarative, not that they bave 
7290 NEE power to forgive ſus; but lurely gifted men, who were nor cal- 
led to the Office, will not undertake this imployment,to binde 
and looſe. This is the ſecond Propoſition. 

3, Cbriſt bath ſer Officers in the Ghurch, for the work of 
the Miniſtery, which are diſtin from the flock ro whom he 
hath committed the word of reconciliation. Chriſt gave theſe 
as gifts to men When be aſcended, he /efr ſome Apeſt les, ſome 


Ephe.4.8,11. Evangeliſts, ſome Prophets, ſome P aftors, ſome Teachers, Eph. 
4,8,11, 


(21) 
45,11. He toucheth the principall and publike Offises of the pu. 
2 the three fut were —— for thoſe — abeſt 
Primitive times, and the two laſt ordinary and perpetual, It is 15 ber dons de- 
a good note of Z anchiuu, that theſe gifts ſhould be uſed to pre- beams uſurpare 
ſer ve, not to deſtroy the Churches union. (What Chriſt's end — 3 
in giving then wis, is manifeſt, v. 1 3,1 3 fer the work of the As onem, — : 
viſiry, for the per ficting of the Saints, for the edifying of the bo- ij utenlum fit 
of Chriſt, How can gifted brethren take to them any of 44 e awe» 

theſe Titles, unleſſe they be in the number of thoſe Officers — — 
how can they dare perform any of this work, unleſs they are in j,.. * 
called to ſome of theſe functions? For theſe Officers, are di- 
ſtinct from the flock : edifying of the boay of Chrift, ferding of 
the flock, was the great end of their being given; it is certain 
that all the body of Chi iſt, yea every member of the body hath 
ſome gifts, if that will ſufficiently authorize them to be Tea- 
chers, (when the Scripture hath propoſed no meaſure, ) what 
body would there be left to edific ? Beſides, the holy, Ghoſt 
is ſaid to make them Overſeers over the flock, Act. 20.28. and AR. 20.48, 
to fied rhe Church of God ; Who muſt be fed, or what of the 
flock muſt be overſeen, if every gifted member may be a Tea- 
cher, may be come a Paſtor? Nay, to them is committed tho 
Word of reconciliation, 2 Cot. 5. 19. Surely every gifted mem- 
ber will not pretend to this, that the word of reconciliation 
ſhould be commitred to them. Nor can it be thought that thoſe 
Officers were all of them (as ſome)only temporary, that they 
were conſticuted for the Primitive times only; for the pro- 
miſe of Chriſt to his diſciples is to be with them #0 the end of 
the world, Mat.28.20. which could not be reſtrained only to 
the perſons of the Diſciples, who were fo far from living till 
the end of the world, that being ſent forth as ſhrep among 
wolves, they might rather expect a ſudden diſſolution. 

4-1'lc but adde this, The names Chriſt gives to his Miniſters, 
are ſuch, which belong only to them, who beſides their abili- 
tics to perform the work, mult have ſome otherCall ta Aut bo · 
rize them to undertake and execute it. They are called Watch: . 
men, Exck. 33. 7. { have ſet thee Muc to the bouſe of Exck. 33.4, 


1/r ael, It's no hard matter to perform the Office of a Watc h- 
H man, 


2 Cor. 5.19. 


Act. 20,28, 


Ebryſoft. ſaich 
it mult be 40 
Luasry. 

5 1p 26& 
ατf TH 
PLN 
N 
PIE * 
Juνν . Chry- 
tote tib.6. de 
Laser dot. cap 1+ 


dained Miniſters; yet if they are not otherwiſe ſet apart for 


| [23] . 
man, but he muſt be appointed to it by ſome ſuperiour Offi- 
cer that executes it. It is lawfull, it is a duty in him to ſtop, to 
examine, to ſecure, when the ſame Acts in another may be 
ſuſpicious, felonious, and ſo puniſhable. They arecalled Em- 
baſſadors, 2 Cœr. 5. 19. It is the Cammiſſion, not abilities, that 
makes a man an Embaſſador: Another man may have bettet 
Gifts, be of greater fitneſſe for the employment; but he only 
that hath a Deputation for the ſervice, is received, and hath 
audience, They are called Overſeers, Act. 20. 28, It is not for 
every man that is able to overſce the Will or Eſtate of o- 
thers; they only can do it, who by ſome Ded or Commiſſi- 
on are impowred to undertake it,when others may have more 
skill, and no leſſe fidelity. Nay ( tremendum quiddam ) they 
muſt ſo overſee the Flock, that they may give an account for 
their ſouls, Heb.1 3.17. Is there any ſuch charge given to, or 
under-taken by thoſe unſent Teachers, who love to be ſeen 
in exerciſing their gifts, not to be obſerved in taking care of 
ſouls; who delight co ſcatter their bread (if I may call it fo ) 
where they have moſt followers, but have no Flock to feed ? 
I could ſhew you that they are called Stewards, Elders, Rum 
lers, Miniſters, but what is already ſaid is ſufficient, Which 
laid to the reſt, I hope will even extort an ingenuout acknow- 
ledgement from all un- prejudiced, diſengaged perſons, That 
onely gifting of men is not a ſufficient calling of them to 
the work of the Miniſtery, but beſides that there muſt be a 
ſetting them apart for that ſervice : ind then by 1 
that the preaching of ſuch men is no Ordinance of Gods 


making. 


— — 
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SEC I.- V. 


Of that this might prevail with you ! If this be true, how 
are they miſtaken, that ſo low dly cry up gifted men for 
the only Preachers l Be their gifts what they will, or (in theſe 
daies)can be, were they far beyond the greateſt abilities of Or- 


the 


[23] 

the ſervice, if not ( beſides that ) called to the Office, they 
are not lawfull Preachers, But what muſt we think of thoſe 
who have but few or ſmall gifts, whoſegreateſt gift is to tall 
of gifts ? The gifts of Tongues, of Propheſying, were extra- 
ordinary gifts conferred upon thoſe who were extraordinarily 
called, but theſe have ſcarce ordinary gifts: — Nay, 
which is the wonder, when others whoſe gifts are far greater 
and better ( who might be followed, and admired for their 
parts if they were not Miniſters ) ſhall be neglected, theſe 
* Dona. (hall be cried up — honoured, when that which Men of little 
ſhould be the cauſe of their eſteem, (hall be the occafion of gifts. 
their contempt z when what indeed is the badge of their ho- 
nour (I mean that they are Miniſters ) ſhall be the mark of 
their reproach. 

When I copſult the frame of ſome mens ſpirits, who after 
the acquiſition of ſome gifts, and their approbation too, yet 
ſuſpect and doubt their ſufficiency, who after « lawfull Call, 
yet tremble to think of the work, who could wich defire (did 
not conſcience forbid, and Gods frequent aſſiſtance ſuppor: ) 
lay down their Office, deſert the ſervice : when I think of Ons ipfs eri 
Chry/oftew': burchen, and Latimer*s joy in laying down bis Aeli ne- 
Biſhoptick, and which is yet more, the warning that Pas! hath 1 
faſtened upon the door · poſts, n izzv@, who is ſufficient ? when Latimer 
I am amazed to conſider their confidence, who think it a light to keep a good 
thing to ſpeak in Gods Name i who can without triall judge conſcience laid 
themſelves ſufficient for ſuch a ſervics, and without fear (1 doun bis Pi- 


I might have quoted to confirm it, Ancient and Modern; yea, being diſchar- 


f d of ſo hea 
(with ſome ) might be of no weight; I was relolved to 3 * 
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ruus ft Ce- eAutherity? Or is Baſil aid to the Steward of (ears houſe, 
{ai pulmentum ghufing the Scripture to defend Atminianiſm; Look you to 
Mere your Maſters buſineſſe, let the work of the Goſpel alone. It 


— *” were well ſuch men would walk in the Callings in which God 
hath ſer them, and uſe the gifts chey have wichio the compaſſe 
God hach preſcribed them, 


would not be thought by this tocondemn or deny the uſe 
of he be ſt, or meanelt gifts of any Chriſtian; as there is place 
for the meanelt gifts to be exerciſed, ſo there is room enough 
for the greateſt gifts to be employed within the compaſle of a 
mans Calling : I would have the ſmalleſt prrk of fire blown 
up, nor would I have the greateſt flame to be quenched, if it 
may be uſefull, bar I would have them both bura within the 
Cnimney he is no enemy to the ul. of tire that would not 
have it burn the houſe. A ſmall ſpark out of its place will 
quickly threaten, a violent flame will ſooner produce deſtru- 
tion upon the whole fabrick. Water is uſefull and profitable, 
| when within its bounds ; but dangerous and pernicious if it 

Loa ſee then once break out beyond them. 
by this, _ 2 Men miy have Families to inſtruct, Children and Servants 
man me? © to teach, who yet may not have the ver- gh of che Flock, 
nong his committed to them: They may have Neighbours to reprove, 
neighbours, Friends to comfort, who yet ought not to go into the Pulpit 
that if his to prteach. I could wiſh that Chriſtians gifts were yet greater, 
_— yes, I ſhould be glad, that (as Hoſes tail) in this ſenſe, 44 
De ; the Lords people were Prophets! Would they but thus manage 
a Chapter, be their abilities, would they but edific one the other, warn the 
needs not to unruly, comfort the feeble· minded, ſupport the weak (which 
ſhut his Bible, are the common duties of Chriſtians, 1 T.. 11, 14.) they 
or it he meet might finde ſufficient uſe for their gifts within the bounds of 
another upon ; K h ach ith. 
the way he their Calling. Men may finde work enough at home, with 
needs not to Out running out of their places to exerciſe their parts, were 
hold his tongu. they far greater then they are. I (hall apply what the Apoſtle 
A man may ſpeaketh, and ſo fitly uſe for my purpoſe hat others object 
ule — =, againſt what bath been ſpoken, 1 Pet. 4. 10. As every ove hath 
— received the gift, fo let him adminiſter the ſame, &. But it is in 
yer not preach. reſpeR to the gift men have, and the calling they are in; pri- 
vate 


L230 
vate perſons in their places, according to the liberty God hath 
given them; Publike Officers in their function according to 
the in junction God hath laid upon them. For the place doth 
not intimate that every one that hath any gift ſhould preach 
preſently, but ( chiefly) that he who is a Preacher ſhould be 
taithfull and painfull in his Miniſtry ;'that = ſeaſon and ent 
of ſeaſon he ſhauld wait upon his Office, 
There is a vaſt difference between the only eharitative ad- 
monitions but of private Chriftians, and the authoritative 
preaching of called Minifters : The one requireth and enga- 
geth to obedience, not only virtate materia, for the matters 
ſake which he preacheth; but virtute officy; by reaſon of bis If a private 
Office, ſpeaking in the Name, and by the Authority of God; man require 
the other may engage the hearers to obſervance virtute obje- — to 
A, & materia, in ie ſpect ot the truth of the matter that may ,j-* — e 
. | ; A Lb An Eons 
be ſpoken; but not virtute e ſſicij they have no power to ob--hecanliy is 11 
lige by Office. Thus 1 have thewed you (to avoid all offence good things ©  - * 
and quarrell ) how private Chriſtians may uſ: their gifts, al- but if a Con- 4 
theu h they have ro liberty to preach. K be 
But I am afraid I may complain, that many who talk moſt 2 1 1 
of, and crave moſt liberty for the uſe of their gifts in pub- the Officer 
like, take leaſt uſe of them in private; they will go many commands. 
miles to get a Pulpit, who will fcarceſtep a foot to a neigh- 
bours houſe unleſſe to perſwade him from bis ſtability; they 
who glory in ſpeaking to Congregations, and would every 
day be Exerciſed in a publike thror.g,are negligent to inſtruct 
their houſ*,can hardly any day ſpare time to overſee their pri- 
vate charge. As if there were no vertue but in extremity,nor 
excellency but in exceſtʒ as if no water were ſweet, but what 
were ſtoln: In this ( although I am ſomewhat loth to uſe the 
compariſon)too like the fwiniſh drunkard,who although he 
hath good meat and drink at home, delights not in the eating 
er drinking of any, but where he may uſe it to intemperance. 
Or like ſome filthy Adulterers, who have handſome wives of 
their on, and (were they not wives) could ſufficiently de- 
| igbt in them, yet care not for the enjoyment of any, but 
whom they have no Commiſſion to touch or deſire, Indeed 
H 3 in 
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in this, as in all things elſe, mans Nature is frongly proclive 


to runne beyond its bounds, and to abuſe what in its place 
might be very uſefull, 


ff 
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SECT. VI. 


1 


5 1 Am to ſhew you; What ſetting apart of men to the Of- 
fice of the Miniſtry ordinarily the Scripture mentions. It 
is ( if the expreſſion will be born) by Ordaining them to that 
ſervice, (viz,) When Church-Officers, as ſuch, upon former 
examination and approbation of a perſons fitneſſe, (ball ſepa- 
_— for that work by faſting, prayer, and laying on of 
ands. 

This hath been ſo generally received in the Churches of 
Chriſt, that Reformed Churches and their Divines have con- 
demned the contrary, as the opinion and practice of A naba- 
ptiſts, Libertines, Arminians, and Socinians. But 1I'le not 
Nemo ad ordi- urge them. Z anchius faith, that no man ſhould be admitted 
variam Ecclefie to this Office, unleſſe law fully called, and legally Ordained. 

functionem ad- But V'le fall upon Scripture, : 
— 2 Only in this (as was ſaid formerly) you muſt not extend 
ecque legitim? my Propoſition beyond the bounds of ordinary caſes; As in 
eleFus & ordi- the primitive times, where extraordinary callings were gi- 
natus. Zanch. ven, in the beginning and perſecution of Churches where this 
So then, it is cannot be had. I ſhewed you in generall, there muſt be a Call, 
youu _ f = and that this Calling was ſome ſetting apart, beſides gifting 
— — of men: This was true of Chriſt,-nJ the Apoſtles, who were 
cuſtome of an- moſt extraordinarily ſeparated : Chriſt by the Father, the A- 
other people, poſtles and Diſciples by Chriſt: but now I am to ſhew you 
but whether hat way theScripture laies out for the ordinary practice of 
R_ "able after ages, When lach extraordinary Cals ſhould neither be 
— given nor expected. But ſomewhat more of this after ward. 
and rule of the When Barnabas and Saul, were ſet apart for the work to 
words which God had called them, they were thus ſeparated by 
| Church-Officers,with faſting, praier, and lay ing on of hands, 
Act. 13. 3,4. A, 13.3, A. Tlep are Prophets and Teachers, vet. I, and When 


they 
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they hadfafted and prayed, and laid their baud} on thewthey ſent 
42 map, ver.. It was not by the deſignation of ay th le 
perſon by his own power, nor was it the act of any particular 
Congregation by their only election, but by the Miniſters 
there aſſembled. Timotiy received his gift by prophecy, but 
he was ſet apart to the work by /aying on of the band: of the 
Presbytery,1 Tim. 4. 14 By the Presbytery there is moant,or- 
do Presbyterorum : which although Diodate explains to be 
of the Paſtors,and of the other guides of theChurch; Beza re» 
ſtrains it tothoſewho laboured in thatChurch(which is con- 
ceived to be Lyſtra, ) in the word and doctrine. Indeed it is 
faid, 2 Tim. 1. 6. that he received the gift by rhe puttring ow of 
Paul's hands, but it cannot be thought to be meant of his a- 
lone, but of his with the con junction of the other Presbyters: 
for (as Junius) In a common thing to argue from the poſition 
of one to the removing or deny ing of another, is inconſe- 
quent (as in this caſe)Becauſe Paul laid his hands on Timothy, 
therefore other Presbyters did not; it will not hold. 

Others ſay, that the Apoſtles by lay ing on of hands, did mi- 
raculouſly confer the holy Ghoſt, but (beſides that it no where 
appeats indcripture, that the laying on of hands in the ſetting 
apart of Miniſters did work any ſuch Miracle) in that exam- 
ple of T . it ſeems other wiſe; for the Apoſtle bids him 
attend to reading, to meditation, that his profiting may appear, 
which are the ordinary and uſuall means of getting abilities 
for the work of the Miniſtry. If abilities were given by the 
laying on of the hands of the Presbytery,what need of read- 
ing and meditation to acquire them ? if the holy Ghoſt were 
conferred by the impoſition of Pauls hands, what need any 
other way to make his profiting appear?Befides we finde, that 
others who were not Apoſtles uſed impoſition of hands, in 
whoſe power it cannot be imagined to be, to confer the holy 
Ghoſt by it. Ihe Presbyters laid hands on Timothy, and 78. 
mothy upon others, for it is given him in charge to /«y hand 
fhaddenly on'no man, 1 Tim. 5. 22. 

It is well obſerved, That impoſition of hands was uſed un- 


der the Law for divers cauſes ; in bleſſing thoſe on whom 


they 


1 Tim. 4. 14. 
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they are laid,Gen,48,14,20. in conſecrating or ſetting apart 

a ſacrifice unto God, Nwmb.8.1 2, inprdainiog or appointing 

men to an Office, as eſbua was appointed to ſucceed Moſer, 

Num. 27.23. now in this uſe of it all theſe ends meet toge- 
Preebyteros e ther 3 Bleſſing, Conſecration, and ſetting apart to the Office, 
Paſtoret, Dia- Barnabas and Sani ordained Elders by faſting and prayer, 
conos c alios AA. 14.23. it is manifeſt who did it, and the manner ef do- 
— 5 ing is as clear. Nor is it to be doubted, but that by Elders there 
— vvere meant Miniſters If you but view what rites wete uſed 
Preihteri hic in the Ordination of Deacons, and who performed them, you 
vocantur quibus gill finde it not much different, Ac. 0.6. The Apoſtles pray. 
mjunfum fuit ed, and laid their hands on them. 
docendi mus. I could tell you of Titus, Who Was left to ordain Elders in 
Crete, and Timothy, who was to {ay hands ſuddenly on no mas, 
But what need further teſtimony ? cſpecially unleſſe there 
were or could be ſome Scripture produced, which would 
ſhew ſome other preſcript or practice in and for the ordinary 
ſetting apart of Miniſte is to that Office. 

It is ſaid that Matthias was otherwiſe (et apart, 42, 1.26. 
It is true, and fo were all the Apoſtles of Chriſt, but that was 
extraordinary, which (vt pra) was to diicover his Apoſtle- 
ſhip to be different from ordinary Miniſters, which is not now 
to be expected till Apoſtles are called dgaio, 

But there is much ado made about that place, Ad. 14. 23. 
where what is rendred ordained,is in the original zeyomvion, 
ic, which properly figniſies to ſti etch forth the hand;whencs 
jt would be inferred, That the people by ſuffrage, or by vote 
choſe the Elders, and that election were ſufficient ordinatior, 

But ſuppoſe this true, that the word did fignitic. only a 
giving of conſent, or electing by holding up of the hand, it 
was only ſpoken of the Apoltles, B abs and Saul; of thoſe 
who preached the Goſpel, ver. 21. Who confirmed the ſouls of the 
Diſcislen ver. 32, who paſſed through Piſedia, v. 24. who preachs 
ed the word in Perga, ver. 25. for the ſenſe is continued all a» 
long; ſo that if nothing elſe were to be ſaid, this were ſuffi- 
Diodac. cient to ſhew you, that Miniſters, Church- Officers ordained 

them. He that of any expoſitor I have conſulted in it ſpeaks 
| moſt 
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mo for it ſaith but, that they ordained Elders with the con- 
ſent and approbation of the Churches, — 85 
But indeed the word is otherwiſe uſed: for that it at all 
fignifics choiee and election is only mgtaphoricall, becauſe 
among the Greeks, it was their cuſtome to give their votes 
in elections by the holding up of their hands: but by the like 
metaphor it may bo uſed for impoſition of hands, and it is ſa 
frequently uſed among Greek Authors : becauſe the hands 
wheo they ate impoſed on others, are ſtretched forth, Leg 
(in his Critica Sacra) faith it is taken among Eccleſiaſtica 
uthours for impoſition of hands, which no way belonged to 
the people, but was al waits referred to the Apoltles and their 
ſucceſſors, Stephan (well skilled in the Greek) faith, that 
when it hath an Accuſative caſe after it, it ſigniſies not to 
give ſuffrage, but to create and ordain, ſo it is hete, x#porwi- 
ow NN durous het ius, it is rendred by the Vulg. Lat. quwm 


r &c. | 5 

Not that by this it ſhould be denied to people or Congre- 5 

gations, iny right God hath left them, or may be fit for them; 0 
lection, approbat ion is allowed them, althaugh Ordination 9 8 


de in the hands of others: In the ſetting apart one in the Of- 
fice of Judas, the 120. preſented two, but God choſe one of 
them, A#.1.23.Itis but an injury tothe Text to ſay that the A &. 1. 23,4. 
people chole him, for it they bad choſen one, why ſhould | 
they have preſented two? but it's manifeſt that the choice 
was in him that had the determination of the lot, Shew whe- 
the of theſe two thou haſt choſen, vet. 2 4. When the Deacons 
were ordained, Act. 6.5, 6. the mukitude appointed ſeven, 
and ſet them before the Apoſſ les, ver.. but the Apoſtles laid 
their hands on them, and ſent them forth, ver. 6. 
I defire in this to go as far as ſafely I may, but I date not 
gire this as abſolutely neceſſary, for the mary inconveniences 
che Church may ſuffer by it; wherefore it is the practice of 
the Reformed Churches, that the Presbytery be conſulted ꝙ e 1... 
with in their Elections; and that although a rationall diſſent gewe Prechyre- 
be allowed to Congregatioos,yct the aſſiſtance and direction ri. : 


of the Presbytery is required in 1 | 
I 


[30] 
I have done with this:Thope it is evident to ſober-minded 
people, That there muſt be a Call, that this calling is not only 

Alas (but beſides this ) ſetting apart men for that office; 
en what ſetting of men apart for the Office ef the Mini- 

firy the Scripture ordinarily mentions. If this be granted, 

the great cry of diſorderly men againſt Ordained Miniſters 
will be much allayed. 
3 Tim.4.3 I would commend one place to your conſideration, 2 Ti. 

4 3. wbete Paul tels Timorby, that in the latter times men 

Ball pas te ow, I — but thinl — 

great fault here propheſied, was heaping up many teacher! 

and ſo ſubmitting to them melt, who bel leaſed their laſts, 

Prom hoc vez The (odex Claromontanws renders it, ras idle; em doi, which 
aud ills arri- Vera interprets, as this or that beſt pleaſed them, Yet I 
ſerit. 2m apt to conceive an emphaſis in this word ( themſelves,) 
they did not accept nor ſubmit to thoſe who were ſent! to 

Leighin his them, but did take to them/e/ves upon their own j „ 
Eritics Sacra: whom they pleaſed. Nor is this much differing from bis opi- 
—— pion (who age the word mon fei uſed in this place) 
colle#uri docto- ſalth, they Mall raſhly gather together Teachers of their own 

ves ſues. without ſcrious judgement. | MR 
Here I read two Ordinances of Parliament ; the one of 
| Lords and Commons, ( wiz, ) 4» Ordinance of Lords 
and (ommons, April 26. 1645. Another of the Com- 

mons only, (viz. 4 Declaration of the Commens 

bled in Parliament, againſt all ſuck perſons as H taks 

wpon tlem to preach or expound be Scriptures in any 

Charch or Chappel,or any other publike place, e ace pt the 
be Ordained either here or in ſome other Reformed Clur- 

, cbes, Die Jovis, Decemb. 3 1. 646. 

Which was noi as it was reported) io prove the Call, that be- 
ing better done by Scripture, then Ordinances of Parlia- 
ment could do it; but after I had ended my Sermon, Irc ad 
thoſc to let the people ſee, that I preached nothing, but 
what was agrecable to the Judgement and Orders of a 
Refor mation-profeſſing-Smie. | | 


SECT, 
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SECT. VII. 


] Have now only ( in the fourth place ) to anſwer ſame Ar- 
ents which are urged for the lawfullneſs of their pres- 
ing, who arc only gifted Chriſtians, and againſt their Ci 
who are Ordained Miniſters, | 
So many ate the ObjcRions raiſed by many people, that 1 did not men- 
098 the trifli =_y of the time)it — tion thar of 
to name them all; 1 (hall pick out three or four which are Phila, decauſe 
molt inſiſted on, and ſeem moſt ptov ing: the clear anſwering — = * 
of them may end the quarrell, 5 2" — 8. Nor 
But to avoid miſtakes, and to contract the Arguments and of Aa; for 
Anſwers too into the narrower compaſſe, I would premiſe be was called 
theſe two things, | 2 
1. I (hall not ſtand much to anſwer any Arguments drawh Pa,. f. 
from extraordinary caſes ; it is ſufficient anſwer that they nor of otber 
are extraordinary, which. but in the like caſes, can be no pat: preaching for 
tern to us. For it is certain, that what hath been extraordina- *PProbation | 
rily done, cannot be ordinarily practiſed, ( which becauſe . b. l 
much coutroverted, I will a little clcar. ) The Diſciples of — — 
Chriſt deſired him, that they might command fire from hea- Ggned for the 
ven to conſume thoſe that received not their Maſter ; and the ſervice, and i 
reaſon they urged was from the example of 2ljah, he did ſo bring one wap 
upon the like occaſion in his daics,and thore fore they would — 5 
do the fame thing in theirs, L*k.9.54. but Chriſts anſwer is, not — the 
v.55. Te know not what Ipirit ye are 7 it might be law full for anſwering, 
the Prophet to do what might not be fit for them: I ſay, it 
might be lau full for the Apoſtles and Prophets in the Primi- 
tive times, for others at other times, when extraordinary 
things are, muſt be actedʒ which is not lawful at other times, 
when ordinary Calls may be expected and had. 
2. I would not have you con ed in terms; there is 2 
preaching the Scripture mentions, which is nat that Mini- 
ſteriall preaching we are handling, and then an Argument 
drawn from that will nothiog weaken the docttine deliver- 


ed about this. There is a preaching which is nothing = 
N I 2 


, 
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but a declaration of the power and geednefie of God, Thus 
David is ſaid to preach Gods righteouſneſſe, Pſa.40.9.-al- 
though if this ſnould be further urged, we know that David 
Was a Prophet) the word ſigniſies to declare a good thing. It 
Aon of Avimaa his runniag to carry the King N. i 
rigs of Ab filom: death, 2 Sam. 18, 19. It is the ſame wor 
, uſcg for the earth's declaring, or ſnew ing forth the ſalvation 
of God, Pſal. 96. 2. Which is not that preaching by way of - 
Lan: Office, which Pa ſpeaks of, where he (ith, they caune 
Dip preach except they be ſent, Rom. io Indeed Solomon is call 
redes EA 4 . is CA 
.  * a Preacher, Eccl. 1. 1. as it is tranflated : but the word comes 
from that which fign:fics collected or gatlitred together, aud 
0 is no more then th: Book of Solomon, in which arc collected 
151. 17 or gathered together many wiſdoms, and ſo it concerns not 
2 our buſineſſe at all. + You ; 2 : 
7: ; There is a Teaching alſo the Scripture ſpeaks of, which is 
not that Teaching that is part of the Office of a Miniſter : a 
Teaching which is nothing but a generall inſtruRion,or bro- 
therly admonition, either of ſuperiours or inferious, or of 
dne Chriſtiantoanother, and may be performed either by 
word or practice: Thus (amidſt other things might be na- 
med,) «Abraham taught his family, (yet he was a Prophet, 
Gen,20,7.) If it ſhould be further objected, Thus Kings and 
Rulcrs, and Judges, may be ſaid to teach, 2 Chron, 17. 7. 
which was ditferent from the teaching of the Levitcs, wbo 
bad the Law of the Lord, ver.8, Thus in the New Teſtament, 
women might teach, for it is required that aged women ſhould 
teach th: younger to be ſober, Titus 3.4. it was both by their 
admonit ion and behaviour, which yet is not that teaching, 
which Chriſt gave in Commiſſion to his Diſciples, Matth. 
28.19. 
Be peculitri d- Again, There is Propheſy ing in Scripture, which is ſome- 
10 — time a foretelling things to coine, as Agabm propheſied, Adi. 
futurs non de 11. 27. and the four daughters of Philip, act. 2 1.9. which is 
docendi manere nt a miniſteriall Preaching. It is Diodates gloſſe upon that 
m Ecclef it place, that they bad the gift of foretelling future things b 
fellgendum- Price net: y 8 — 88 OY 
— divine inſpiration. Sometimes an extraordinary _ 
mitix 


1 
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Primitive times, whereby they did not otily foretell things 
to come, but explain the writings of the Pac e other 
difficule places, by immediate revelation; as would be cafily 
proved, ( and ſhall be ſpoken more of anon from x Cer. 14. 
30, and 1 Cor, I 2,28. which is not that 6rdſhary Preaching, 

which is the work of called Miniſters { which i alfb alley = 

* propheſying (as TI conceive, ) in the 1 7%. 5. 10. although: | 
fome do interpret chat too of te exttaordinary gift vf pto- 
phefying. ber oy of 8 eve 1 d 
Teacher compri Lata, By this will m ny ting 
10 bf them; which eo ihe hand- 


be anſwered, without hc © hem, wi 

led particularly, would have ſpehr mach time, made a great 

noiſe, when they had had but little ſtrength, and ſo ſcarcely 

Worth our labour. 5 8 
But now to proceed to thoſe Arguments that are moſt 

confidently urged, and by which fo certain & victory is pro- 

miſed againſt us. ; p he pr 


— 
o 


X. 


—— — — — 


— 


SECT.. VII. 


1. IT objected from Namb. 11. 25. &c. That Edad and Argum. 1. 
4 AMedad propheſiedin the Camp that Meſes wiſhed all 
the Lords people were Prophets: and therefore others, who 
are not otherwiſe Called may preach. St | 
For anſwer : Either the force of the Argument lies in El. Reſp, 
dads and 7Medad: practice, or in Moſes his wiſn; it in theit 
pradtice, that they propheſied, the anſwer is cafie ; if io his 
defire,that all Gods people were Prophets, it is not hard; Vic 
give it you in ſome few particulars, 
1. The Office unto which the 70. were here called, was 
not to ſerve at the Altar, to perform the Prieſts work, but to 
aſſiſt Afoſes in his Government, to bear part of his burtaen ; 
v.16.17, they ſhal bear the burt len of the people with thee, than 2 
thou ſhalt not bear it alone. So then, to — this a liberty . 
of every gifted mans preaching, is ſcarce rationall. Sup poſs 
| 13 they 


2 
* 


i 
they had enthisſervige withouta.Call, which xc 
they ti * thay were ſat apart by 86 for it, — 
thance to bare 9 of preaching without a Call, 


would not be 


. * 7 1 
Enrocles) 4. , EAad nd Aedad were of the nutaher of the 20. were 


2 ee and they were all lders and Of. 
— — fieers over the pcapſe before they were thus ſet apart to this 
lui evoit orden- extraordinary imployment, It is true they were in the 
ns de fare le Camp, but it is cles they were of the „ 
Fools. Ding. writzew, v. 26. altbough they Went nat w 

8 — (ud th Ta ( they were Ve bj. Diedtte; they were 
by Meſertorhe written by Melis is the number of thoſe Seventy which he 


70. of which choſe help beat his burthea ; and that tbey ſtaid in the Camp, 


God had or- Was upon ſore lawfull occaſion ( as is conceived ] through 


dained him to ume Ceremonial. ion. Calvi is of the ſame minde, 
make choice. that they were of tbe 70. but gives another reaſan that they 
came not to the Tabernaele, ( viz.) that the miracle God 
wrought in ſetting them apart for that work ſhould be the 
more obſerved, for all the people came not to the Taberna- 
cle: ſo that whatſoever is here meant by propheſyi (of 
which Ile peak preſently) it is enough for our — that 
Gay were ſet apart for the ſervice, they bad not only gifts, 
and called to Office before, for they were thoſe whom Aſo. 
ſer knew to be Elders ꝙ the people, verſe 16. but they were 
extraordinarily ſeparated to this oy ment ; nay, to make 
Nen creati f- their calling the more eminent and viſible, they had an ex- 
erum — traordinary gift to aſcertain the people of it; which is con- 
ſed voluis Dus ceived to be the reaſon, why they bad this cxtraardi- 
bac externs naty gift beſtowed upon them, that the people might 


vt ã reſtart no- 


vos efſe boni ſee they were called by Gad to it, So then this can prove 


lac. chers, for theſe were eminently call 


and ſet apart ſor the 
ſervice. | 
3. It is agreed by all that I meet withall, that this which is 


—_— OY ferred by God only for ſome time; not that they did pro- 


meo judicis pheſie as the Prop hets, but where by they did in a wonderfull 


manner, 


r of them that 
went nat with the reſt ta 


"cs, Calvin. in bothing for the preaching of only gifted, u Prone © 


here called Propheſying, was ſome extraordinary gift con- 


n II AR 
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manner, even to admiration ſpeak of ſome difficaly and ab- wie «c cximis 
ſtruſe things, which would not have been known or fpoken oa ==, -o 
of, bat by rgift is faich,that prophefy ing here is f e 
no more then ſome excellent ability to reve} myfterions ve! wy ſterii. 
things ; of the fame ſudgem. nt are many others ©. Where · · But becauſe 
i it is ſaid of the reſt, that they r bea, and diu nt ceaſe, ſome may que- 
v. 25 W. it is to be meant only of thut time, whinGod com ion this in- 
ferred that exraordinaty gift upon them, for the manifeſts» Talea 
t on of their Calf. So that had they propheſicd (in this ſenfe) (om the ori- 
withaar a Call, —— — . — they — = 2 ginall : che 
argument to prove preaching without a Call, becuuſe that is word is 
not at all intended ic propheſying here. 1 = 
(0) 


which is uſed in Nighal, when it is of a true Prophet; ſpeaking the minde of God 
unto people for their teprooſ aaa j ion 5 which alone. muſt be the propheſying in 
queſlion, and for which this place is urged. When ir js uſed in Hithpabel, (as it is here ) 
it is taken for a falſe Prophicty that runs of bimſelf; or one, who being inſpiced by God, 
ſpeaks of ſame myſterious things, age prriſes to God, du: propheſfies not as a Prophet 
umto peoyle, as is manifeſt, nor only from irs frequem ſe in the Scripcure, 25 they who 
can ſearch may knde, bur from the conlene of choſe Sloiliod in the Hebrew about it. 
Pau of the word * Propbete difti, quaſs oraauloru ui e decretarum divinorum internuncij, 


au myſteriorum explicatores,[Ca ei 1:0 pad pofy Kine zuat hoc werbum in Niplial, 
wee rs efformari ſelitum, 772 ni ß ect #ecipere Prop beti u 2 D ad loquendum per eam 
illi ad quam mittitur uni, vel muꝶit. irar & in Hictpzhiel® gr Ellas worae ſer? in ei corju- 


. Marinus in his Nae,(peaving ot it as uſed inHithpabtl; Se Prophaar fect, 
vel vaem it finer vic in atus eſt, ſutura prediecis ix? eccuita pr. e dicavit. Sæ- 
Nins de ropberi ã ſalſa dicitur quod een fingere. Praghetzre da dovore d fintimente, garlare 
Aero, & parlare di 4 & divine. f i:) to propheſie at tatge, and feigvedly, to {peak 
by the (piritgand to talk of mat ers Mętranc d f ꝛ VS 11 

INE Sthind. in Nia. 4000p Horn ehe Des & mαν,u gu 
4 bet. In Hindpabr! afurpatur fers de pribeti li, for ſect im ĩ pro haturs iſtius eu- 
gationis. Again out of Panæus, he laith it is wont to be formed aut ot the path ve voice 
Niphal,when mention 4s made of the true Propbets of. Gd, which were inſpired by i: 
Spirit ; and received from him the prophecy which theꝶ deli cereq :o men ʒbut when tlie 
yea df falſe Prophets, they uſe the eff ſame word th Nubyabel, beeuuſe ſuch prophets 
"ave net ſent of Godbuirbruſt forthahem eU ee. 

Vanblus men: Hir prophetare Hebrat apornatd caà N gauge dicere and noch 
ſor the proof aft, « Sam-10.40- on Which Chad. Paraph. & prophetovit (i. c- laudabat 
Deum und cum illi, canebat cantica in honorem Dei. a | 

d It is JD! of CO? Vatablas renders it non addiderunt ; rhe Sept. my04341 70. Nen ad- 
erderms, (ubaudi propbetarr, (i.) hot die tantum prephetemm, Vitabl * , 

4. That 


gatione falſam propheti —— quh ſefe propriã auvriuue a Ves n mit us ingerit ut 


£36] 


4 That e wiſhed all the Lordageople were Prophets, 


- hathnothingat all of proofinit ; for belides that by 5 
re, 


ſy ing here is not meant preaching (s was ſhewed 


- and that the Scripture makes a difference between Frophets 


and, Teachers. (28 ſkall be ſhewgd preſently) his wiſh is only 


that e implies no more, then t 


when were Prophets they might propheſie; that if r 


vere thus gifted and ſet apart, they might in the like manner 
ecrerciſe their gift. If we ſhould hear of ſome great acts of 
merxey done by rich men, and I hould wich you were all rich; 
it were not to intend that e do the like acts, till 


preach till t 


you had the like riches, Or if we were filled with the reports 
of ſome famous acts of Juſtice done by ſome faithfull Judges 
in avenging bloud, in execming malefaRours; and 1thould 
with that all the honeſt people in. gland were Judges; It 


were not that every honeſt man ſhould avenge bloyud with- 
aut Commiſſion, or execute malefactots till he were a Judge. 


For my part, I with that all Prophets may propheſie, add that 
there were more able and faithfull Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
that the Lord would yet thruſt out more labourers into his 
. wer ; yet I do not ſec, that this place will prove, that 
any ſhould propheſie till they are Prophets, that any ſhould 
3 t the ©" 

The ſecond Argument is drawn from the order of the 
Corinthian Churches mentioned, 1-Cor. 14.31, where it is 
ſaid, that they way al Propbeſie one by one, whence it is urged, 


' that every one that is pifted may preach, 
For the anſwer of thi 


$25 of the other, 1-ſhall lay down 
ſome particulars- whereby you may ſee the miſtake the more 
clcarly. 10 a | 
1. Propheſying in that place was not Preaching, but was in 
the Church of Corinth an extraordinary Office now an ex- 
traordinary example is no foundation to ground an ordinary 
practice upon ; (as was ſpokenſuffieiently before) Propheſy- 
— taken in Scriptute for a gift differing from 


Og. 1 140 
The Apoſile reckons Prophets among eee 


| 
| 


— — nm 


” = ——_ 


C37) 

Offiuersz Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts are all together, 
1 Cor. 12. 2. theſe Prophets could by immediate —— 
explain difficult and abſtruſe places; could foretell things to 
come, as did Agabu. If we can in our daics finds any ſuch 
Prophets, who without any Rudy, by immediate Revelation 
can thus explain Scripture, he (hall propheſie, and preach too 
by my conſent, And that this was an extraordinary gitt ſpo- 
ken of here is manifeſt from the Context : it is joyned with 
the gift of tongues which was miraculouſly given: yea, they 
ſpake by Revelation, Ver. 31. /f any thing be revealed, &c. 
this is not meant of every ſudden fancy, any uncertain con- 
ceit of any ordinary Text: it is 77995, which is ſpoken 
of diſcovering and making plain things in themſelves hard 
to be underſtood, and that without our 1aduftry, by the im- 
mediate dartings of Supctnaturall Light. | 

2. Where it is ſaid that = might A propheſie; it is not 
meant of all the members of the Church, but only of the Pro- 


phets who had this — —— on them. 


That it relates not to all, it mani what is ſpoken pre- 
ſently after, where ſome were forbidden to ſpeak in the 
Church; verſ. 34. It ij not pernnitted to a women to Neal in the 
Charch, Vea, the fame Apoſtle faith, that al are not Jpoftles, 
all are not Prophets,&c. 1 Cor. 1 2. 29. if all were not Pro 
then all muſt not propheſie, and if all muſt not ꝓropheſie, 
then the word All in that place muſt have ſome other refe» 
rence, The drift of the Apoſtle there was to prevent that 
diſorder and confuſion which was tos common, and tos evil 
among them, verſ. 26, 33. It is ſtrange that men ſhould take 
occaſion by it, to introduce and Foment diſorder in the 
Cburch. That term L All I then muſt be referred to the Pro- 
all the Pr may pro ; verſc 29. Let the 
Prophets peak, aud let the others judge ; this can be only meant 
of them go Eg ya to the o —— —— of 
that gift, which I told you was extraor 1 for they are 
alle Let the others judge ʒ let the Prophets j 
who have the Spirit of diſcerning, and were able to try 
truth. a3 Diedate : and ſo Beta viwirum Propheta : for * 
K e, 


[38] 
he, it cannot at all be gathered, from thoſe places, that it 
ſhould be permitted to any of the Church to ſpeak : to this 
purpoſe it is obſervable that the article (8) is jcyned with 
the adjective, it is # ax which ſpeaks its reference to the 
Prophets: ver.z0, If any thing be revealed to another; this 
cannot be ſpoken of any of the private members, for it is 
one ly of him that had immediate Revelation given him; if 
any thing be revealed to another, (viæ) to another Prophet, 
fo Diodate:and Beta renders «1, als, nempe Propbetæ, Then 
ver. 3 1. for ye may all prophefie,&&g of whom can this A be 
meant, but of thoſe Prophets who were to ſpeak two or 
three, while others judged, who had Revelations immedi- 

. atly given them? Diodate renders it, all that had the gift and 

Nimirum Pro- calling of Prophets: and Bex explains vu All, all the 

pb — Prophets, it concerns nat the private members of the Church, 

miſt ad munus hay, the following ver. 3a. explains it, and tels you who muſt 
prophctandi le- ſpeak, he Spirits of the Prophets are ſubjeft to the Prophets; 
gitim? ordinaii, they ſurely were to ſpeak whoſe doctrine ( for that is meant 

Beze. by the Spirits) was to be tried by the Prophets ; but the text 
faith they are-the =” of the Prophets. Whereas it is ſaid 

Non _ fats they muſt ſpeak ove by one, D iodare explains it by turns, and 

_— in divers or ſeveral Aſſamblies; and ſo Ber ſaith, it muſt not 
be the ſame day, but at ſeverall meetings; this is their gloſſe, 
although E (hall not inſiſt on it. 

How litile ſtrength there is in this Argument to prove the 
law fulneſs of their preaching who are only gifted, me thinks 
every one ſhould ſee without any direction, and then what 
room there is left for a reply, ( unleſs it be that wranglers can 
make room any where ) I can ſcarcely ſee or imagine. Thoſe 
that might propheſie one by one, were not the private mem- 
bers of the Church, for ſome are forbidden to fpeak ; but the 
Prophets, whoſe Office was extraordinary and who had an 
extraordinary gitt, who had this liberty of ſp-aking upon a 
received Revelation. Adde bur to this (what you heard be- 
fore) that Propheſy ing and Teaching were in that Church 
two diltin& Offices, and I hope it will be ſuffic ient. ; 

Argen. 3. The third Argument is built upon that prophecy, Joel 5 
. M1 g 18. 
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18. where it is ſaid, that God wil pour out his Spirit pon al 
fleſh,and their ſons and ther dangbters ſhall propheſie, &c. This 
is looked on as a Goſpel promiſe, and therefore it is concei- 
ved that in Goſpel daies all that have gifts may preach, 


For anſwer to this alſo ; 1. Conſider, that this promiſe of Ro. 1. 


propbeſying cannot be meant of preaching z elſe muſt the 
promiſc in the daies of Peel crofſ: the prohibition given by 
the ſame ſpirit in the time of Paul; here it is ſaid their dawg hb» 
ters ſhall pro pbe ſie, In the Epiſtle rg the Corinthians, it is for- 
bidden that Women ſhould Ipeab in the Church. 

2. If it be taken literally for propheſying, it muſt relate 
onely to thoſe times when all parts of the ſame propheey 
might equally be fullfilled: young mep may as well now pre- 
tend to viſions, and old men expect now to have God diſco» 
ver bimſelt by dreams, as others claim a liberty to propheſie 
now by this promiſe. Whatſoever proghecy is here meant {if 
you take it ſtrictly) can then only be praiſed, when God 

ave ſuch extraordinary gifts, and made ſuch diſcoveries of 
imſelf to people. 

3. It is manifeſt that the Prophet in this Promiſe referreth 
to the coming of the Meſias, where there ſhould be more 
Light, and greater knowledge given, then was before under 
the Law. The extraordinary part of it was fullfilled when 
the Spirit was maſt plert ifully poured out. When Saint Luke 
urgeth this promiſe as forctelling what was there ated, Act. 
2.16.17. (this is that which was ſpoken by the Prophet Foel, 
and verſe 22. it is ſaid that Chriſt was approved by ſigns and 
wonders. 

But fourthly, The true meaning of the place is, that when 
the Meffts ſhould come ( as it is urged in Goſpel daics) 
God would pour out of bis Spirit (5.e. ) be would give the 
gifts of his Spirit unto all ſorts of people, as well © young * 
as old, to Female as well as male (viz.) illumination, ſancti- 
fication & he would do it extraordinarily in the Primitive 
times, for the confirmation of the Goſpel; which was ful- 
filled: be would do it ordinarily afterward, under the con- 
tinuance of the Goſpel, which is performed in our _— 
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The Antihefir in the former verſes will help well to confirm 
this cxpoſitionz ha had before promiſed them meats, and 
drinks, and only outward mercics, but be would then multi- 
ply ſpirituall bleſſings upon them, This is the judgement of 
others the place. I will by the inward vertu of my ſpi- 
rit enlighten the underſtanding of mine Elect, who by nature 
aro but children in knowledge, faith Diododate; and ſo Cal- 
vin; The holy Ghoſt means that knowledge and underſtan- 
ding wherein the Church under the Goſpel ſhall excell that 
under the Law. 

The fourth Argument is framed from the practice of the 
Church that was ſcattered abroad after the death of Stephey, 
Add. 8.1.3. They were all ſcattered abroa i except the Apoftles, 
veeſ.1, and they that Were ſrattered abroad went every where 
preaching the Word. 

To — this brieſſy, I could tell you, that it is probable 
that they had ſome extraordinary Call from God, or Com- 
miſſion from the Apoſtles before they went, for they had 
extraordinary gifts, and where God gives extraordinary 
gifts by immediate inſpirat ion, I ſhould not oppoſe ſuch mens 
reaching. NN 

But — and clearly, Firſt, I cannot ſee any ground to 
imagine that the word ( they ) in verſe 4. ſhould be refer- 
red to every particular men her, for in ver/. 1. it is m 
all were ſcattered, but ver. 5. it is only % Naapires, they that 
were ſcattered, which may relate to ſome only, Beſides, it 
is paſt doubt, that among fo many that were ſcattered, thero 
were many women, and ( as you heard already) they might 
not preach. 1 E 
2. Although the Apoſtles were left, it is known that there 
were many Officers in the Church at 7er»ſalew belides; 
There were Prophets, Evangeliſts, and the ſeventy Diſciples: 
Philip was one of the lcattered ones, who went down to 
$ amaria, and preached there; verſ.5, whom you will finde 
called an Evangeliſt, Act. 21.8. fo that if the word (hey) 
muſt not be ref:rred to all (as you ſee it cannot be) then 
more then probably to thoſe oncly who were _ to 
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Officez they who were ſcattered, being called to the Office 
of — did preach the word every where. 

But thirdly, the anſwer is moſt eaſie: It was in a time when 

the Church was through perſecution fcattered, there was 4 
great perſecution againſt the Church, verſ.1. ( which was one 
of the extraordinary caſes I before mentioned) when an or- 
dinary Calling could not be bad, nor expected; and among 
people who before had not received the faith of Jcſus Chrilt, 
Nor do I know any ſober- minded man that is or would be a- 
gainſt the Preaching of well · gifted men in ſuch times and 
caſes, without any ordinary ſett ing apart to the Office, when 
ꝛxznd here it is impoſſible to be had. But this ( through the 
yet continued goodneſs of a patient God) not being our caſe, 
the Argument is too weak to prove the preaching of onely 
gifted ancalled men in our daies. 

There is but one thing more, and I have done. It Argym. 3. 
is loudly cried out, That although gifted men may 
not preach, yet thoſe who are ordained by Anticariſtian 
oo ate not true Miniſters, and then not the Preachers 
neither. 

For anſwer to this I (hall tell you, 1. That all Biſhops by Rep, 
whom Miniſters in Z=nylawd have been ordaingd, were not 
Antichriſtian; Many of them have more ſtrongly oppoſed, 
and done more againſt Antichriſt, then yet we have, For be- 
ſides theit ſei viceavle endeavours, they have many of them 
in ſuffe r ing reſiſted unto bloud ; Me thinks we might yet re- 
member the labours of Peel, Abbot, Davenant, Uher, &c. 
nor ſhould we ſoon forget the bloud of Hooper, Ridley, ¶ ra- 
mer, Latimer, &c. which I ſpeak not to pleade for the Office 
of Lord-biſhop, nor to excuſe the wicke inefſe of thoſę who 
were p-piſh and ungodly, but to recover the names, and to 
remember the vertues of thoſe who were and are godly and 
uſefull in their generations. 

2. There i:ave been evil men in Office in the Church at all 
times, Hopbni and Phineas among the Prieſts; oda among 
the Apoſtles, Serib.s and Phariſces in Moſet chair; Ihoſe 
who preached out of envy in Pauli time. Vet this coulu bs 
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null nor evacuate their miniſterial Acts. The Baptiſm of 7. 
du (for he had Commiſſion as well as the reſt to baptize) 
might be of as good Authority as of the reſt of the Apoſtles. 
If the water be pure at the fountain, although it run thorow 
many impure channels, it may become pure again. The Con- 
demnation or Reptieve of a Judge, though wicked, is as 
Legal, as Authoritatiyc,as of the moſt godly. A wicked Col- 
lonel may give a Commiſſion to a Captain, yet the Com- 
m ſſion's firm, it is not one tittle eſteemed leſſe etfectuall for 
the unworthineſſe of him that gives it, 

3. Biſhops did never ordain Miniſters as Biſhops, but as 
Presby ters, not in their own names, nor by the I mpoſition of 
their own hands only, but inthe name of others, and with the 
cor junction of other Presbyters. 

But becauſe that ſome ſay, That the Miniſters are calldd 
by the Biſbops, and the Biſhops by the Pope, &c. 

Ile ſpeak a word of it. This (were it true) would not 
null their Call. For (not to inſiſt on what is urged by ſome» 
of the firſt Reformers of the Proteſtant Churches caſting off 
the Pope) Baptiſm adminiſtred in the Romiſh Church is 
true Baptiſm z nor are any ſo baptized, if converted to the 
true — baptized again, ut ſ#prs. Many judicious 
Divines are of the ſame judgement concerning Ordination. 
Money coy ned in Queen Maries daies was not the leſſe cur- 
rant after ; the Impreſs of the Popifh Princeſs had no power 
to adulterate the ſilver. The Veſſels of Gods houſe were car- 
ried to B abylon by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, which yet 
were not the leſſe fit for the ſervice of God, when returned. 
The naturall ſucceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt was propagated tho- 

row the loins of Rahab and Thamar, nay ſhall I fay, he him- 
ſelf carne thorow the womb of a ſinfull woman, yet received 
no pollution by it. 

We mult learn to diſtinguiſh between the Perſons and tho 
Offices ot men, between their perſonall Acts, and their Acts 
of Office; a wicked man may be a lawful, though not a good 
Officer ; and then the Acts of his Office valid; this is ac- 
know ledged by all in other Offices, and muſt it be only de- 
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died in the Office of a Minifter ? eb was a wicked man, was 
therefore his pulling down the Idols of Ba. evil? Could his 
perſonall wickedneſſe evacuate all the civill or religious Acts 
218 good in themſelves) he did by vertue of his Of- 


If then it be proved that our ſetting apart or Ordination 
to the work of the Miniſtery, be right for ſubſtance, having 
an inward Call from God, and an outward Call according to 
the ordinary rule laid down in Scripture, the failing in ſome 
circumſta:.ces cannot make it void, nor then the Miniſtry ei- 
ther a falſe or no Miniſtery. 

But the great cry is againſt the wicked Oa hs (as they are This was ad» 
called) that the Biſhops impoſed, and the Miniſters took ded fince 1 
at their Ordination. This makes 2 great noiſe ; but you'l — * 
finde it laden only with powder, it may caſt ſo. ne filth, male 
ſome ſound, it may defile the faces of ſame, and fill the cars of 
more, but hath nothing of ſtrength to hurt them againſt 
whom it is diſcharged: For anſwer, 

1. This nothing (or very little) concerns their O:dination 
who took no Oatbs at all, as it is now, and for ſome late years 
hath heen in our Churchz As it hath been longer in other 
— where there have been no Biſhops to impoſe 
them. 

2. Many godly men denied ſome Oath that ſome Biſhops 
would have impoſed, and were therefore refuſed : Not that 
they conceived their Ordination could have been injured, or 
their Call made void by it, but that they ſcrupled the matter 
of the Oath, and would not accept a Call upon ſuch condi» 
tions. 
3. Som: had no offenſive Oath at all offered ; no other 
then what they in the Univerſities, and mot men of the 
Nation upon ſome occaſions had taken before { viz, ) the 
Oath of Supremacy, I ſpzak this on mine own expcri- 
enbe, there was no other impoſed on, no other offered to 
MCs ; . 
Bat becauſe it is the Oath of Canonicall Oved'ence, that 

(Ithink ) is fo much ſhot againſt us. 1k tell you what it Ws, 
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and then ( although 1 will not handle the matter of the 
Oath, but ſuppoſe, though not grant it, as bad as ſome con- 
ceive it) ſhew you, that the taking of this could not cull, nor 
at all Futt the Call of Miniſters. Ten ſhall cbey your Ecclefraſti» 
cal Officers, the Arch-biſhop and B. ſbop in their Diio;eſs in things 
wil and honeſt, This (it Tknow it) is the Onth. 
herefore fourthly, Neither this nor any other Oath is 
apy part of the Odination of Miniſters, This was done by 
praycr and laying on of hands; thc Oaths were given at 
ſome other time ( befcre Ordination) for ſome other ends. 
A Conſtable before he is made ſuch, had formerly the Oath 
of Supremacy given him, but that did not make him Conſta- 
ble; it was only to try whether he was fit for the office, 
Collonels and Captains were made fuch by the Parliament ; 
but before they had their Commiſſion, were enjoyned to 
take the Covenant: the taking or giving of the Covenant did 
not make them Officers, but their Commiſſion ; the other 
was only to try whether they were fit to be employed in the 
Service, When men come to be Ordained Miniliers, they 
had ſeme Oath or Oaths impoſed upon them, but not as 
part of Ordination, — 28 (ſome thought ) convenient tri- 
als whether they were fit for the Calling: Every man that 
had valour, that had skill, was not fit to make a Command- 
er, but he muſt be faithfull to, elſe might he leade his men 
to the contrary party, or upon their own tuine: Every man 
that had Gifts was not fit for a Miniſter, unle ſſe he were or- 
thodox and peaceable too; elſe might he in jure the Church 
— Calling. The Oath of Supremacy was to try whe- 
ther they were Papiſts (and I could wiſh that there were 
ſome other way found now to ſtop the like gap) the Oa.b 
(as it was called) of Canonical! Obedience, was to diſcover 
(as the Biſhops were pleaſed to fancy it) whether they were 
conformable to Government or not. But it is clear, that 
whatſoever the Oaths were, or whatſocyer their in:entiors 
that impoſed them, the taking of an Oath was ne part of Or. 
dination, and fo had no influence upon their that 
took it. : 
I {hall 
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I ſhall conclude all with theſe three Propoſals very confi- 
derable at this time, and to this purpoſe, 

1. Whether every man ought not to continue in the Cal. 
ling in which God hath ſet him? according to that of 
1 Cor. 7. 20. ä 

2+ What can we conceive to be meant by Chriſt, where 
be faith, He hath left ſome Paſtors and Teachers, Eph, 4.11. 
If all that have Gifts may do their work ? or what PAS in- 
tends, where he faith, All the members have not the ſame 
Office, and therefore he that hath the Miniſtry maſt wait on 
hu Miniſtry, or he that reacheth on teaching, Rom, 12. 4, 
7. if this be not a diſtin Office from the Memberſhip of 
others ? 

3. Conſider how much Papiſts and Sociniant are by this 
gratified; and by out weakening the hands of each other get 
firength againſt us: what a breach we make for the open e- 
nemy to enter at. 

The Papiſts would prove us no Miniſters, becauſe not made 
by them and their Chufch,and ſo would argue us to be (what 
they commonly call us) M Herctikes ; as having no Mini- 
ſters, ard then no Sacraments, and then no converſion : and 
how fad is it, that ſeeming Friends ſhould do the work of o- 
pen enemies; that Brethren ( ſo called) ſhould think to ac- 
compliſh that on a ſudden, which adverſaries have ſo long in 
vain attempted. 

The Socini ans would not have us right Miniſters, becauſe 
ordained at all: when the only giving of Gifts, and the 
Election of the Church is (in their eſteem) ſufficient Cal- 
ling: yet they although formerly decricdHereticks,go further 
then many now adaics cricd-up brethten, They deny not but 
if the Church had continued uncorrupt, the cultome of the 
primitive times might have been e »ntinuedz men might have 
been ordained, although they do not hold it neceſſary.Oh how 
ſad it is | that we who have gone to the houſe of God as 
friends, and alw4i-s j yned againſt theſe profeſſed adverſa- 
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SECT. vIII. 


A Fter I had ended the Sermon (which was the laſt Thad 
to preach on that buſineſſe) It was asked, who made 
me a Miniſter, or in what Church I was made ſuchꝰ Which 
although then impertinently asked, hath been now ſufficient- 
ly anſwered, | 
It was afterward enquired, Whether any men were ever 
made Miniſters by men ſince the Apoſtles daics, or thoſe 
ſent by them ꝰ It hath been abundantly cleared, and by this 
enquiry in part acknowledged, that in the Apoſtles daies, 
— theirs ſent by them, Miniſters were by men ſet apart 
the Office, and you bave ſeen what ſetting apart it was 
which was in their time practiſed: I think then it will be 
ranted, That the Apoſtles examples are rules for our pra- 
ice, which is ſufficiently urged by our oppoſers, when it 
may ſervo their turns, What pretencs elſe for this conten- 


tion? Only they make uſe of the Apoſtles practice, as Jewel 


tels Harding he made uſe of the Fathers, if they favoured 
him then they. are the Fathers, and muſt not their word be 


taken > If they were urged againſt him, then they were but 


men, and kamanaw eff errare; As Merchanig uſe their Coun- 


ters, ſometim:s they ſtand for a penny, and ſometimes for a. 


pound. Beſides that, it hath been ſo copſtantly practiſed by 
all the Churches of Chriſt ſince, hat it were but vain to in- 
fiſt on it. L ſhall refer you for ths to D. Seaman, where it 
is ſo well done, Nay, if Miniſtefs were not made by men 


fince the Apoſtles daics, who made theſe men ſuch ? But if 
this were intended (as I fear) to delude the people, that we 


could not prove by Scripture, that any were made Miniſters 
by men ſince the A daics (in which there is fo little 


ſtrength in the eyes of wiſe men, it needs nothing to repell 
it, yet becauſe more ignorant people might not ſee it) I. 


ſhall only ſay, There was no Scripture written Gnce the A- 
ſtles daics, then if I hould ask him, how he could prove 


Scripture, that there was any Miniſter, or any Church, 
or 
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or that any hath preached (ince the Apoſtles dayes, or 
— them? either of theſe would be as hardly 
proved. N | 
How ſtrangely was Cyprian overcome, when he conſide. V filet meas 
red the Incarnation of ]cſus Chriſt, 7 bat bi rongue was not 4eficit, & non 


able teexpreſſe, nor hu thoughts in any meaſure able toreaah it, _ — ed 
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Wh were fit to apply it, I ſhould thir.k, what aſtoniſhment — 


len even men and Angels, to behold the lacarna- 
tion of evil ſpirits (which in theſe daics) are riſen up againſt, 
and would lay violent hands upon the Miniſtery, Clemens 
Alexandrinns faith, In all bodies there are two ranks, Head 
and Members, Father au Childe, &c. It is much, that only 
in the Church there ſhould be no diſtinction of Miniſter and 
People, of Flock and Overſcer. The /ev:n Starres are in 
Chrifts right hand, Revel. 1.20. which was ſpoken only of 
the «Angels, Did. not of the Churches; of the Miuiſlart, 
not of any gifted Brother, Surely they muſt tug hard that 
remove them. —_— ſay in this, as it was ſpoken in ano- 
ther caſe, My Father is ffronger then I. aud no man taker them 
ont of his hand, 

What are the Miniſters the only ttoublers of Ii, that 
they arc ſo troubled by all forts of people? Is this the re- 
ward of their pains , the return of their prayers, ſighs, 
groans and labours for you? Whence hath ſo many people 
been freed from Popery, been converted unto God in Eng- 
land, that it hath been the moſt famous Church in the wor 
(1 would it had not loſt its Crown) but by their endeavours 
inſtrumentally ? And can that be an unlawfal Miniſtery, that 
hath brought in ſo many ſouls to God ? Or is this a juſt re- 
compence now to cry them down? Would you violently 
thruſt them out of the Church, who have travelled in 
birth to bring you into it? Oc can you think them Anti- 
chriſtian, that have drawn you into Chriſt, if you are at all 
in him. Whence have theſe enlightened People gotten all 
their Knowledge and Gifts, whereby they arc enabled to 
pleade ſo ſtifly againſt the Miniſtry, but from the Preachings 
and Writings of theſe — they thus decry ? = 
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Gifts are now acquired by the uſe of means.) Are they now 
{o evil, who have been the Inftruments of ſo much good ? 
Is this all their Rewazd, to be beaten with the Weapons 
they have put into others hands ? Is the childe bred up only 
to ſcratch out the Fathers eyes? © Clizmens who lived with- 
* in an hundred and thirteen years after Chriſt, ſpeaking of 
* che Apoſtles being called by Chriſt, and Chriſt being 
« ſent by God, &. ſaith, That theſe Who for à long time 
te have bad agood report, canxot be put ont of their Office with- 
© owt injury; and condemns it as a ſhamefull thing that they 
ce ſhoul1 raiſe ſeditien againſt the Miniſters, For which of 
their good deeds would ye kill them It the Miniſters of Exg- 
land are no true Miniſters, then where are the true Churc 
es ꝰ And if no true Churches, who hath power to ſend them 
to preach, that queſtion the Call of others? Truly I would 
adviſe ſuch to forbear preaching till Chriſt come again to call 
new Apoſil:s, and then poſſibly they might be ſent among 
the reſt. Is the paſt example of the Apoſtles of no value ? 
Is the conſtantly ſucceſſive practice of the Churches in all ages 
ef no prevalency ? | 

Oh that I could ſpeak ( in this) a ſeaſonable word to the 
whole Nation: If it hath been proved (as J hope it is) that 
the u iniſtery ( ſo ſet apart) is Gods Ordinance, it is a great 
evil to oppoſe, a fin of a great magnitude to overturn it. I 
could ſay as Gamaliel, Act. 5. 19. Te cannot everthrow it, left 
happily ye be found to fight againſt God,” A faithfull Miniſtry 
hath been alwaics eſteemed the greateſt bleſſing, and is it 
now become the greateſt curſe Þ Are we weary of our mer · 
cics, or ate we weary of God, or rather is not Gcd weary 


of us ? I wiſh England trifle not fo long with their meat, till 


it be |. ſt be fore they are awarc. Should the Miniſtry now 
contemaed- be ſuddenly taken away, berirrecoverably loſt, 
kow-would it then be tod late repented 1 Did you ever reade 
that the Miniltery was loſt to a people, and that God ftaicd 
long after ? If the Shepherd be deſtroyed, who. ſhall watch 
the flock, who ſhall prevent the worrying, the devouring 
of the ſheep? If there be no interpreters who ſhall declare to. 


man 
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man bi Righternſneſſt? Ich 33. 23, 24. If Moss, and 
Noah, and Daniel be taken away, who ſhall pray for, of 
keep off the. plague from the people 1 Did perrſalem ever 
proſper, when the Prophe:s were ſhin? Is not God him- 
ſelf ingaged in their quarrell? And is it nothing. to wake 
him your Enemy? tic may at preſent permit their injury, 
but will ſeverely avenge it afterward, Have not che Mini- 
ſters been the. Horſemen and. Charte of Iſnael Have not 
they ſtood between you and Popery for theſe. many years? 
Have not they ſtood in the gap between you and Gods in- 
dignation many a time? Are yon now ſo ſtrengthned a- 
gainſt Popery, that you need their help no longer? Or ra- 
ther have not the Champions of Popery fo inſinuated, that 
they have perſwaded you to caſt off your defence? Are you 
ſo ſecure from Gods Judpetnpmes, iat you need their in- 
terceſſion no longer? I pray Ged it be Hot rather, that your 
deſtruction being decreed, the Lord will no longer permit 
the means of its prevention among you, It was a fad ſign, 
when the people would not hear Jeremiah, nor God ſuffer 
him to pray for them, What would be your miſery, ſhould 
it bo ever ſaid of England, as once of pcruſalem, Oh Enfland, 
England! that oneſt the Prophets, and killeſt them that are 
ſent to thee; How often wonti I hat e gathered thee,a4 an hen ga- 
there th her chickens, and tbou would not ! Behold, oer houſe #4 
left unte you deſolate, Luk. 13. 34, 35. Oh that before it be 
too late, V migh® know the things that belong to our 
peace. x 

I have done, and can expect what I may ſuſfer from un- 
ruly men, but I ſhall rather account it mine honour, then 
my ſhame, to ſuffer for Chriſt, whoſe cauſe (in this) I pleade, 
although I am ſorry I have no more ſtrength to defend it. 
It was a good encouragement Ferquve ee but g; 
Te not apply it, leſt it ſhould ſayour of tyo-much glory ing j 


in my ſelf, or bitterneſſ: to others. I can think ſome will nes heretici te 
finde fault with all „ forne with fome part, others with deteſtamur. 


other parts of it. I hope none wl accuſe me of either ma- 
lice or bitterneſſ.; If any ſhall diſcover to me my weakneſſe 


T 2 (of 


L 
( of which I am ſufficiently jealous) I ſhall humbly acknow- 
ledge it, If any fhall convince me of any falſhood ( to 
which I am not yet conſcieus) I (ball chearfully retrac᷑ it. 
Ooly I hall expect the ſame meekneſle and eandor I have 
brought with me: Uneven Weapons make no fair combat: 
And (ball defire, that if any anſwer it their Name 
may be ſubſcribed : 1 ſhall expect the finger 
of a Jeſuite, becauſe their cauſe is ſo 
much concerned in it. 


FINIS. 


December 18,1651. 
Irina EDMUND Calau r. 


[51] 


_— 


7 $'S 
+ 


vTEDÞPEIPHEEEE$C$$E$$$©$$C$GKG 


An Appendix. 


Ince I had finiſhed this task, there came to mine 
hands the confident news of the Poi. Guard 


Ronted: which might have prevented my further 

march; But upon better examination I found, in 
this, as in other things, men for the molt part ſpeak as they 
would have it; for ſure ly had not the Author himſclf t- 
ed it, others would not have judged jt a Rout, nor do I think 
they'l yet beleeve it, Indeed Iibo d have imputed it to a 
ſtrange Providewe, it through ſo much weakneſſe, he ſhould 
have gotten ſo compleat a victory. But I perceived that this 
attompt was not deſigned only againſt that Guard, but equal- 
ly againſt all the Party, and the Cauſe; I thought good there- 

e to appear, although but in the Rear, and with this ſmall 
Party, while the other might have liberty to _ him 
more throughly; at leaſt, that my Brigade ( I mean the Ser- 
mons I have printed with this) might march with the more 
repute inthe world, | 2 

I had not time to anſwer the Book largely, ( for I was 
conſtrained to do this, while the Preſſe wr off the o- 
ther) nor ſhould I have done much more in it, bad my time 
been longer, and my leaſure greater; not only for that I finde 
little of Argument, al it is ſwclled into ſome, bignefls 
with railing, but that the fam of what is there urged, is al- 
ready ſpoken to by the Sermons herewith printed. I (hall 
only in this make ſomegfurther diſcovery of its weaknefſe, 
and direct you to them for more full anſwer. 

I confeſſe (upon what ſudden view I had of it) I finde but 
little work todo, but am much puzzled about the manner of 
doing it It is inthis, as with ſome — 

rancom d 
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rar.cour'd wound, a man muſt cut off a great deal of filth, 


paſſe by much corruption, before he come to apply theplai» 
ſer, or attempt the cure. He is fo bitter in his expreſſiong 


- againſt the Gentle man, ſo loud in his railings againſt the ( vat 


(as he cals it, pag. 19.) that he deſerves no fair anſwer; But 
I forbear, lealt in this the Proverb ſhould be verified, Like ro 
like, quoth the Devil to the Collier. Onely, if I ſhould take 
equall pains to tell large ſtories, of the many filthy behavi- 
ours, the ranting practices of men of his gang, malice might 
be iuſpected under it, no ſtrength of Argument would be diſ- 
cerned in it, yet I wiſh that thoſe who might have account- 
ed it railing and bitterneſſe in me, do not eſteem it a vertue, 
an excellency in him. 

I'lc not meddle with his review of himſelf in the ZLooking- 
laſſe, I ſhall leave that to him, who is more able and more 
concerned in it; where he hath ſufficient opportunity to 
vindicate Truth, if he will adventure to fully his finger 
with ſo black an object. Vet I cannot but obſerve how he jus 
ſtifies his Antagoniſt, in what he complains of as molt injured 
in: he is troubled that he is reproached with the term f dan- 
gerous Sectary; Surely he that but lodks on him in that Loo= 
king-g/afſe, will conclude that be is only ſlandered with a 
matter of truth. 

Nor will I examine the triall and verdi& he himſclf makes 


and gives of the Miniſters (under the name of falſe Prophets) 


For that, I ſhall refer him to be Judged by him, whom he is 
pleaſed to name as Judge (I mean Jeſus Chriſt ) in his cauſe ; 
who will doubtleſſe one day ſhe him, What ſentence he 
will give upon the evidence he hath produced. Yet this is 
obſervable, that all the witneſſes be ſummons or brings in, 
are either of his forcing or making. W bat teſtimony bf Scri- 
pture-doth he bring, which he doth not miſapply ? W hat 
evidence doth he produce from the Churches, del nded Sonlr, 
publike Peace, but what is dug ont of hu own pit, made of his 
ewn brain ? | 

Totake notice of his ſtrength ot Arguments, cr depth 
of learning, is impoſſidle, thero is no diſcovery of what is 
l not. 
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not. Althoũgh I maſt confeſſe, when I heard of, and faw 
ſome bold and confident aſſertions, I expected ſomething 
to ſupport them. I ſhall acknowledge my ſelf a falſe Pro- 
pher (in this) if ever much learning made him mai. Yet I 
cannot but {mile, that thoſe, who ( becauſe of their own 
ignorance) decry, and rail againſt learning in others, are 
willing to make uſe of what, they have themſelves, yea, 
would counterfeit more too ſometimes. I finde him at the 
charge of too whole words of Latin in one place, ( um pri- 
vilegio; if it be the language of the Beaſt, methinks his 
mouth ſhould not meddle ot it : if it be any part of the rail 
of the Beaſt, his tongue ſhould not lick of it. In another place 
pag · 98. be ſtrains bard for two more, Epiſcopos, Pretbyteros, 
Bur I confeſſe he hath —_ them forth in a wofull caſe 
(the accuſative plurall for the nominative fingular ) but 1 
ſce he ſpeaks all in the aceuſative caſe, I would not wrong 
the man; if he meant Greek, it may be he thought heather 
Greek was not fit to be uſed by Chriſtians, and therefore writ 
them in the letters of his mother-tongue, If he intended 
Latin, be might conceive that true Latin only was the Lan- 
guage of the Beat, or that the wheres head had been ſhelter- 
ed under Priſcian Cap, and be might lau fully break it. But 
I would willingly know how he got or came by this Icarn- 
ing; ſurcly it was only humane, and then acquired only by 
induſtry ; it it had been an immediate inſpiration of the Spi- 
tit, that would have taught him to have ſpoken it true. The 
Spirit is able to bring forth its c« ncepi ions perfect. He that 
gives the uſe of Tongues, could not want power to ſpeak 
properly: they that Fake with ether tongues, 44 the Spirit 
gave them utterance, Acts 2. 4. Were heard by the multitace 
Sealing their own language, verſe 6. Beſides, what ado he 
keeps with his terms of Logick, the major and the minor 
propoſition; if Logick be fo black an Art, I wonder he would 
touch it; but I ſee he loves all of the Color, unleſſe it be a 

black Gown, - . 
I would give you a glimpſe of bis skill in interpretation of 
Scripture, that ſince he fails in his — you might — 
Wat 
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what Divinity he hath ; but I (ball ſpeak only of ſo much of 
that, as will fall into my way, as I run over thoſe few things 
which relate to the Arguments I have urged or anſwered be- 
fare. In which I ſhall only give you ſome Animadver jons 
upon what he ſpeaks ; the book will not require, nor will my 
time afford any long buſine ſſe. 

I finde ( in S. Walter Ramleigb's expreſſion) much ſpoken 
but little ſaid about the Prieſts under the Law, and Miniſters 
under the Goſpel (pag. 17.) Becauſe there is ſome difference 
in their ſervice, therefore muſt their Offices be queſtioned? 
The Office of a Prieſt (faith he) was appointed by God; and was 
not the Office of Paſtors and Teachers fo too ? Eph,g.1r, 

To excuſe himſelf both from Corab's guilt and puniſh» 
ment, he ſaith pag. 18, Corah ani his company were ſmitten for 
doing what was forbidden, hut th: Saints are commanded, and 
sommended for preaching, & c. he hath not proved either of 
them by the letter of Scripture, but let him prove the latter, 
either directly, or by juſt deduction, and we will forgive him, 
the farmer, You may ſee (inthe Sermons) what command 
they had, nor can Iyet fee, by what he faith, any more diſ- 
covered, 

Blut becauſe it is queſtioned by him, to whom Corah and his 

company ſhould be rather compared, whether to the Or- 
duained Miniſters, or the only gifted Preachers: obſerve theſe 
particulars. . | | 

Corahand his company out of a pretended fitnefle to per- 
form the ſervice to which they were not called, would have 
intruded-into the Office of Moſes and Aaron; It is eaſily jad- 
ged who are moſt guilty in this, x 

Corah and his company did not monopelize the Office to 
themſelves ( as he pretends, pag. cad.) but would bave ſhared 
with Moſes and Aaron, in what it was conceived they mo- 
nopolized. What thin you now? who are moſt like Corab, * 
Dathan, and Abiram, and then may moſt fear their puniſh- 
ment ? — 

For his railing, That Miniſters haye no more Authority 
then the Devill and the Pope could give them, and no more 
Calling, 


\ 
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Calling, then Corah and the Devil himſelf ; 7he Tord relul⸗ 
him ; only let him forbear fuch language hereafter. Where 
he makes the carkaſſe and form of a ihing both one, I forgive 
bim: he diſlikes, and therefore (I conceive) pretends not to 
Learning, Only I would not have people deluded with ſuch 
a ſonl-leſſe carkaſſs, 

The Miniſters have no Call according to the letter (ibid,) I 
had thought (if by the Jetter he means the letter of the Scri- 
pture ) ſetting men apart by prayer, faſting, and impoſition of 
bands,hid been according to the letter of Scripture ; I am ſure 
what he objects againſt it is beſides the letter. 

Nor have they any Call from the Spirit, (ibid.) Are not their 
gifts manifeſt? Can he without bluſhing accuſe them of 
Walking in the Devils darkneſſe ? will not many of his own 
party contradi& him in this? will not they acknowledge, 
that many Miniſters of F ng land live holily ,va/k by the light of 
Gods Spitit ? What ſpirit hath poſſeſſed the man?trath,meck- 
neſſe, — the fruirs of the Spirit of God, Hol ſee what 
is ſpoken about gifts,/#pr4. He faith, it's dangerous for men 
to preach Without 4 Call, aud dangerous for people to bear ſuch, 
&c. I amſ in this) wholly of his minde ; 1 hope by what hath 


been ſpoken already, and what ſhall yet be touched on, it In the Ser- 
will appear manifc&, that only gifted · brethren have no Call mons. 


to preach. 

Nay, take his own words, and (if I underſtand them) there 
is enough granted for our purpoſe, (vag. 19.) although ita 
true, that none can preach according to the intent ion of that Scri- 
pture, Rom. 10.15. (vis, ) for the working of fait h, and convert» 
ing of ſouls, yet it doth not follow, that every gifted brother may 
not preach : (the ſe are his own words.) If he means that gifted 
brethren cannot preach for the working of faith and conver» 
ting of ſouls, we bave enough; nor can I ſee what elſe he 
ſhould mean ; for it is evident, that the preaching of Sent 
Miniſters is the means of converting ſouls, of the begetting 
of faith. Beſides,the Gentlemans Propoſition, which he tries 
to anſwer, is, If none may preach but thoſe that are ſent, then 
every gifted brother may not preach. What he ſpeaks of ſending, 
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( pag, ead, & prox, ) Tl: ſpeak ſome what to; and becauſe 
upon that and two things more hangs all his diſcourſe, the 
full anſwer of which ſhakes the whole book, Ile ſtand a lit- 
tle on them ;yet not neither, becauſe they have been ſo fully 
anſwered already, ut ſupra. 

1. Gifting ſending, it relates to the internal power of the 
Spirit in the Saints, & c. (ibid. Indeed there mult be a ſending 
from God, where men are faithfull Miniſters ; but there mult 
be ( beſides ) an outward deſignation to the Office, where 

, any be lawfull Preachers. But beſides what hath been ſpoken 

| already (in the Sermons,) That only gifting is not the ſending 
the Apoltle mentions; Ile ſhew you in Scripture, that ſend- 
ing is only ſpoken of the out ward ictting thoſe apart for the 
ſervice who are ſent, (Not to name what is fo much, and fo 
often ſpoken of Chriſt's being ſent by bis Father.) Where 1/aiab 

© was to go about Gods ſervice, the Lord asked, ben ſhall 7 
ſend ? and Iſaiah ſaid, Send me, Iſa, 6. 8, 9. it w-$not ſpoken of 
gifting him, that was done before, but of his outward miſſi - 
on: and thus it is explained by all I meet withall, who had as 
much of the Spirit to interpret Scripture by, as this pretend- 
er. The Diſciples were ſent, when after they were gifted, 
they we re bid to go, Mat. 1 . yea, he ſeems himſelf to 
diſtinguiſh, where (p. 2 4.) it is ſald, 7 he gifting and ſending of 
the gifted brethren, us, when the Lord inableth them in a meaſure 
ta it, aud ſaith to them, Go. Arc not gifting and ſaying go, two 
diſtin acts ꝰ which is manifeſt in Paul, AR. 22. 14, 15, 10, 

2 whom he inſtanceth in, although he would falſly infer the 
contrary from another Scripture, yea, would delude people, 
by telling them, that he preached before he was ſeparated, Acts 

- E3.2, but I fay he did not preach, before he was by a ſpeciall 


ſaid, when dy faſting, praĩer, and impoſition of hands they ſe- 
parated Paul and Barnabas, to ſend them, Acts I 3.4. 

2. He is very unhappy in confounding ordinary with ex- 
traordinary caſes ; which is ſo much anſwered already, that I 
ſcarce know what to ſay more. I there ſhewed, that thoſe 
who were ſent moſt extraordinarily, were (beſides pitting 7 

3 them 


command ſent by Chriſt. To this purpoſe were the Apoſtles 
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them) ſet apart for the ſervice:and what ſetting apart ordina- 
rily was after ward practiſed Although the Miniſters were not 
immediatly ſent by God, which was extraordinary, yet they 
had praier and laying on of hands, the ordinary deſignation 
the Scripture mentions. This he pretends not to ; if he hath 
an extraordinary miſſion let him diſcover it. Extraordinary 
gifts we finde none; if God hath avy time ſaid to him, as to 


the Diſciples, ge; or as to Paul, Acts 22. 23. Pe ſend thee to 


the Gentiles, whole examples chiefly he uſeth to prove his 

Calling, let him manifeſt it, If he ſhall any more adventure 

upon ſuch a buſineſſe as this let him no more pleade extraordi- 

nary Cals, but in extraordinary caſes: let him not urge AA.8. 

Diſciples practice, unleſs he can parallell the caſes to: It will 
elſe be to as little purpoſe as this. 

3. He often diſtinguiſheth between the gift and the Office. 
A gifted member may exereiſe his gift, although not execute 
the O ffice ; 1 ſay their gifts may be exerciſed, but it muſt be 
within the bounds of their calling, not in the place of Offi- 
cers. A file · leadet (if he be able) may cxctciſc his file, ot two 
files, &. but he muſt not carry them, much leſſe the whole 
company into the field, nor engage them againſt the enemy 
till he hath Commiſſion, In the exerciſe of a private Chriſtt- 
ans gift, there is but a charitative admonition, which hath no 
other obligation, but as the matter may be good he ſpeaks ; in 
the execution of an Office, there is an Ooligation to obedi- 
ence, virtute offi: y (ut ſupra, ) 

Yet notwithſtanding bis former diſtin&ion, he ſaith, page 
27,28.T hat agifted brother may baptize and 1dmmiſter the Sup= 
per too. Strange | may they do all the ſervice of an Officer, 
yet not execute the Office? It is time for me to cty down 
ſuch Logick too. In the adminiſtring of Baptiſin, there is but 
little exerciſe of gifts; I ſhould have thought this had been 
part of a Miniſters Office. | 

When he fo confidently aſſerted this, I expected proportio- 
nable proof; I thought I ſhould have heard of iome extraor- 
dinary things at extraordinary times and cafes; which I. 
ſhould have anſwered;quod ſieri non debet, fallum valet ; 7 
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all the prof I finde is of Johns baptizing, ( 5b.) And was not 
John commiſſioned for the ſervice? And the diſciples, who were 
then the ordinary Chriftians, baptized, (p. esd.) Did they bap- 
tize when they were but ordinary Chriſtians, before they 
were ſent forth by Ct-riit ? out it when they baptized, thero 
were not other Chriſtians, x hum d id they baviie'? And, Peter 
commanded people to be bai cad. Act 10. (:5,) and (he faith) ie 
is probahle there were gif te preming brethren, who aid the work, 
Away with {uch probabilities, I ſec it is law full (when it 
may ſerve ſome mens turns) to draw inferences from Scri- 
pture : nor will Act. 8. (again urged) prove any thing. 

But to delude the people, he ſaith, Preaching diſciples may 
baptize, What then? They who had or have a Commiſſion to 
preach, might cr may baptize, the fame Commiſſion inclu- 
ding both; may thoſe therefore either preach or baptize who 
have no Commiſſion at all? (v. 30.) be faith, Preaching and 
baptiſm are not ſo united together, as never to he ſeparated. But 
( hatſoever he pretends ) we finde them put into the ſame 
Commiſſion, nor (for all the ſmoak he raiſe th) do I think he 
can produce one example in the whole Scripture, of any that 
ever baptized, who was not Commiſſioned to preach. 

The command makes things lawfull or unlamfull, faith he, 
(ibid.) An excellent polition, one of the cleareſt truths in his 
whole Book; and I could wich that as it holds, ſo it were be- 
leeved and praiſed in all things. I ſhall inferre, That till he 
proveth there is ſome command (or what is equivalent) for 
the preaching of only gitted men, he muſt give ms leave to 
call it unlawfull. | 

I ſhall ſpeak nothing to his bitter inveighing againſt Pres- 
bytery (in great part of his Book) only let you ſee his black 
mouth,and felf· contradictions. Toa have altered the name from 
Biſhop, Prieſt, and peſuite to Pretbjter, pag. 22. And were not 

Presbyters long before I eſuite, Prieſt of Biſhop either (in his 
ſenſe ?) Pag. a 1. he ſaith, There Was a Preibytery in the pri- 
mitive times, Vet Pag. 25. It Was a ſtrange name till lately, 
Will prople never be ſenſible of ſuch mensabuſcs? Had be but 


Chriſt 


ſome few of theſe gifts that many of the godly Miniſters of | 


® 
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Chrift have, he would finde Presbyters often enough in Scti- 
pture, 

S-e how he foams Pag.27, Prethyterias wolves, &c. if the 
coul have prevailed, they would have ſucked the bi ud of the 
lembs of Chriſt, A charitable cenſure : What they would have 
done, he knows not, I know who do labour to ſuck the blond 
of the lambs of Chriſt, Let me tell him, time was, that if o- 
thers had exerciſed ſuch cruelty again't him 1nd his party, as 
he would have inflicted now upon the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
his tongue muſt not have run at th s rate. It is pity ſo much 
tenderneſſe ſhould be repaid with ſo great ſcverĩty. But the 
Prov erb is true: 

Pag. 20. We have no true Church, no true Miniſters, Ho 
then got he to be of a Church, or u hen did the ttue Church 
begin? Fot Pg. 29. Me are not peaking (laith he) out of but 
in a conſtituted Church. 

He is much put to it to anſwer that Argu nent, If gifted 
men may preach, then gifzed women too, Th# (faith he) * 

your concluſion, we ſay, and the Scripture ſaith, that gifted Bre- 
thren may preach: you Will will conclude, that gifred women may 
preach, But where doth the Scripture mention gifted bre- 
thren more then gifted women? I had thought gifting had been 
the qualification, the ſending; and then in one as well as an- 
other. Let people ſee what pains he takes t ſhift oc the truth, 
wh t holes ho runs into fo prevent a conviction, 

Ny Pag. Co. he ſiith, Women may propheſie too, though 
not in the Church, or at l:aft oy the permiſſion of the Church, For 
which hen-geth, 1 Cor, 11 5. Ancxcellepr interpretation, 
Pax! ſaith that women muſt not be permitted to ſpeak in the 
Church, and he would prove they may, with his #loſſ- upon 
another place But, heſides what is anſwered by th: Gem le- 
man to it, I (hall reli hita that Learned Aſead ex hounds it of 
ſinging, and for that expoſit ion urgeth 1 Cron. 25. 2. 1 Sam, 
10. 5. Where propheſying is taken in the ſamo ſenſe, Every 
woman that prapeth er ſingeth praiſe, & c. 

He labours much to take off thoſe anſwers given to what 
is urged, from 1 Gor.14, But tor all ke faith to that, ar a 
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referre the Reader to what I have ſpoken of that place, nd of 


the argument drawn thence, in the former part of this Book, 


He acknowl:dg:th propheſying to be extraordinary under 


the law, but not in Golpel-daics, pag.60. If it were ordina- 


ry in the Primitive times, why was it given then by Reve- 
lation >? Why were not all that had gifts Prophets > If it be or- 
dinary now, Why doth it not continue? If Th. Calier can but 
diſcoyer that there is ſuch a gift of propheſying now as was 
then; when (ut ſupra) they received immediate Revelation, 
when they could forctell things to come, when they could 
by ſudden inſtin& explain dark and difficult Prophecics, he 
will ſpeak ſomething ; but I do not ſee that is attempted ; 
I would ad viſe him never to urge that Scripture more, until 
he can manifeſt ſuch a gift. Yet I cannot but obſerve his 
learned 'expoſitionupon the 323. verſe of 1 Cor. 14. Let the 
ſpirits of the Prophets be ſub jet to the Prophets, P. 21. (i.) They 
are able to contain themſelvs, and be ſilent, while another ſpeaks : 
When it it is ſaid, ver. 29 that they muſt p cał two or three, and 
the others judge. The text it ſelf tels you what ſubj:Rion is 
meant there (i.) to the ſudgement of the Prophets. Surely 
if he had ſuch a meaſure of the Spirit that he pretends to, he 
would have more sk ill in diſcerning of Scripture, Let none 
think that he hath the ſpiric of propheſy ing, ſpoken of, 1 (or. 
14. that can no better explain ſo eaſie a Text. 

The Gentleman having ſaid that the holy Ghoſt com- 
mends Learning: He replies pag. 41. Holy Ghoſt? Is there 
any ſuch word in all the Scripture as Ghoft ? How now ? which 
way went the Spirit of God from him? What, immediatly 
inſpired. yet ignorant of this? hath he forgotten Mar. 28. 
20, Hath Baptiſm been ſo long out of faſhion, that he hath 
forgotten the words of it ? Is Ad. 2.4. (beſides other places) 
quite out of hisminde ? Hath his new and clear light dazled 
his eyes? or hath he been digging fo long in the bottomleſs 
pit, that the ſmoak hath wholly beclouded him ? + 

He would know whether Pauli gift and ours were recei- 
ved different waies; (p.45-) I ſhall grant they were, yet de- 
ny his falſe inference, we may have gifts from the ſame ſpirit, 
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in a diverſe manner : As diff:ront gifts, ſo different waycs 
of confetring them were from the ſame ſpirit, Paw! had his 
immediate Revelation, we receive ours more mediatly,by 
che uſe of means. One man takes up water at the Fountain; 
is it not the ſame water, or mult it be wickodly come by, 


. that another takes up in the channell > Why had he not as 
well queſtioned what T'imothy's gift had been, when it was 
different from Pas/s too ? What is ſpoken concerning Nami. 


11. 25. to the 30. is ſufficiently cleared before: yet without 
further reference, he grants me enough, that it was an extra- 
* ſpirit of prophecie : then whatſoever may be practiſed 
in Goſpel dayes ; that place will afford us no Argument in 
ordinary times, when extraordinary gifts are not given. fe-- 
hoſhaphas ſent Princes to teach ( pag. 62.) from 2 ( brou. 19. 
but you'll ſce the Levires had the Law of the Lord, veſ. 111 
It is urged : May not you do your ſelf, What you may command 
Jour ſervant to do? No: A King might command a judge to 
hear and determine Cauſes, which he may not do himſelf : A 
King inthoſe dayes might command a Prieſt to offer ſacrifice, 
which to have done himſelf had been fin. Our leboſbaphats 
(faith he, vag. 63.) have of late rather encouraged the gifted bre- 
thren for to teach, them probibited them. I think the State is little 
beholding to him; If another ſhould have ſaid ſo much, it 
might have been taken ill I am ſurc they have not yet recalled 
thoſe Ordinances of Parliament, made againſt ſuch Preachers. 

He that ſent Chriſt extraordinarily, ſends lay Prophets er- 
dinarily (pag.67.) that remains yet to be proved i this is per 
idem as he learnedly anſwers in anothers place. Let us but ſec 
the examples of any in Scripture that ever Freached, who 
were no otherwiſe ſexe, then our gifted brethren are now. 
You have ſeen the Apoſtles, and Diſciples were ſent extraor- 
dinarily by the immediate voice of God; but theſe, although 
they urge their ex1mples,have no ſuch miſſion, 

He would perſwade us that Prophe/ſying Was not an Office, 
but 4 gift, (pxg.60.& alibi, ) yet it is numbred among the 
ſeverall Offices of the Church, Rom 1 2.7. he confeſſeth that 
the Office of Miniſters is meant in the ſame place, why then 

dM not 
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not propheſying when they are equally called gifts ? ſo the 
are Lale too, Epbe/.4.11, yet there meant of Offices, ; 
I I ſhall fay nothing of his vain-glorious crying up bimſelf 
and his Party as the only gifted, the only godly men; his de- 
ſpitefull reproaching of the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, as wic- 

ignorant, Antichriſtian Devils, hat not? Let the world 
judge who have the beſt gifts, and (by this) who have the 
moſt pride: l could quickly ſhew you a parallell between their 
Doctrines and lives too, whether are moſt ſutable to the re- 
vealed will of God; but 1 could not do it without ſeeming 
bitterneſs to them, without a ſhew of arrogance in our ſeſves. 
In this let God and all (but) moderate people judge be- 
tween us. 

Nor ſhall I ſpcak ( more then I have in the former part) to 
his railing Arguments to prove Miniſters Antichriſtian; 

there is but one that is at all likely to get any credit, and that 
is anſwered there. 

I ſhall only propoſe what he asked, 5.44. Who arc the un- 
quiet men, the gifted brethren or the Ainifters ? It their pra- 
Rice will not ſufficiently diſcover it, in running from place 
to place to diſturb Congregations, who practiſed quictneſs 
only while they had no power to be unquiet; let this railing 
book be ſpread before you, and then ſee what boilings of ſpi- 
rit, what troubleſome humours theſe men are aſſected with- 
all; who under a pretence of Chriſtian liberty diſturb the 
peace of Chriſtians ;z abuſe the Names(and if it were in their 
power) would even take away the lives of godly men. 

I muſt end, yet I might have ſpoken ſomewhat more, if I 
had had more time, but the Preſs will ſtay. I hope it is enough 
to diſcoyer the invalidity of his proof, who hath given in a 
great charge againſt the Miniſters : and then to take off tho 
pre judice of Readers that might poſſeſs them againſt what I 
have Printed in Juſtification of the Call of the Miniſters of 
England.l am apt to think(but ſhall ſubmit to the judgement 
of more wiſe,and(now )leſle engaged men) that there is no- 
thing of value in his whole book, but either in the former 
part, or this ſhort Appendix, may receive a full and ſatisfying 

Anſwer. 
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Anſwer, If there be any need, I may be larger afterward In 
the mean time 1 (hall carneſtly defvethe Reader to look up- 

on both with a ſingle 1 and unprejudiced heart ; lock 

through the railing, and ſce what o — you can finde 

In that, then excuſe my weakneſs, and ſee whether you may 
findean Anſwer in this. Take not reproaches for Arguments 
(which content ſome ) It is eaficr to accuſe then to prove: 
caſt not oft the truth for any infirmity in the managure of its 

cauſe. It is eaſier finding then — 
like piece ſhould come to mine hand again, I ſhould take little 
delight to reade it, and leſſe pains to Anſwer it: It is a great 
fign of — — wm there — ſuch — 7 
reproac ar oggs are n : 
the greateſt ſcoldes are ſooneſt quieted by — if by 
this unpleaſant difference, truth may be at all mani- 
feſted, and thereby the Saints of God in any 
meaſure advantaged; I ſhall bleſs God in 
it, and eſteem it a moſt gracious 
Providence that I had any 

hand in it. 


— 


faults. If ever the 


aasee 
|  Courteors Reader, 
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